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Dear Friends,

It is my great pleasure to 
welcome you to the Third 
High-Level International 
Conference on the 
International Decade for 
Action “Water for 
Sustainable Development”, 
2018-2028. (Third Dushanbe 
Water Action Decade 

Conference), to be held from 10 to 13 June 2024 in 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

The Conference, organized by the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan in cooperation with the United 
Nations and other international partners within the 
framework of the Dushanbe Water Process, will 
be a unique platform for promoting the outcomes 
of the United Nations Conference on the Midterm 
Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of the 
Objectives of the International Decade for Action, 
“Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018–2028 
(UN 2023 Water Conference) and developing new 
commitments to address global water issues.

The objective of the Third Dushanbe Water Action 
Decade Conference is to advance our collective 
efforts and support the implementation of voluntary 
commitments registered in the Water Action Agenda of 
the UN 2023 Water Conference, as well as to stimulate 
new partnerships and accelerate action to achieve the 
water-related goals and targets of the United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

I am confident that the results of the Third Dushanbe 
Water Action Decade Conference will consolidate the 
success of the UN 2023 Water Conference and will 
contribute to the adoption of new commitments and 
measures in the field of water resources.

We look forward to the active participation of United 
Nations Member States, United Nations agencies, 
international and regional organizations, financial 
institutions, business communities, civil society, water 
organizations, and other stakeholders representing 
various sectors, including water, energy, health, food, 
finance, climate, environment, industry, science, and 
education in discussions, as well as the development 
of specific recommendations for the implementation 
of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) and targets in the field of water resources.

I look forward to your active participation in the Third 
Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference and 
valuable contribution to the discussions on water 
issues at the international level as one of the global 
problems of humanity.

Sincerely,

Qohir Rasulzoda
Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan
Chairman of the National Organizing Committee

WELCOME MESSAGE BY THE CO-CHAIR
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Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to invite 
you to the Third Dushanbe 
Water Action Decade 
Conference to be hosted 
by the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan in 
Dushanbe from 10 to 13 
June 2024.

At the mid-point of the 
International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable 
Development”, 2018-2028, it is clear that we are 
alarmingly off-track in implementing SDG 6. Despite 
progress, billions of people still lack access to safe 
drinking water, sanitation and hygiene and achieving 
universal coverage by 2030 will require a substantial 
increase in current global rates of progress.

In March 2023, at the UN 2023 Water Conference, 
world leaders gathered in New York, determined to 
set the world back on track to achieve SDG 6 “Ensure 
availability and sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all” by 2030. The scope and scale of the 
Conference, along with the enthusiastic response to the 
call for pledges, demonstrated the collective ambition 
of the international community towards implementing 
our common priorities on water.

A key outcome of the Conference, convened after 
nearly fifty years, was the Water Action Agenda: a 
compendium of voluntary pledges that were announced 
or registered in the lead up to, as well as during the 
Conference itself. As of today, over 830 commitments 
have been published. These commitments recognize 
the cross-cutting nature of water and leverage the 
interlinkages between SDG 6 and other goals in the 
2030 Agenda.

Many of these commitments seek to work across 
the interlinkages of water action, climate action, 
environmental protection, human health and 
partnerships, with commitments made by stakeholders 
at all levels and sectors.

But now we need to deliver on the commitments 
made. We need a holistic and integrated approach to 
water management, innovative and evidence-based 
solutions, increased sector-wide investment and 
capacity-building, and strengthened cross-sectoral 
coordination and cooperation among all stakeholders.

This will require an increase in resources dedicated 
to water. Overall, official development assistance 
(ODA) increased from $191 billion in 2015 to $235 
billion in 2021. However, ODA for water and sanitation 
showed a decreasing trend over the same period, with 
commitments falling by 12 per cent to $9. 8 billion, 
and with ODA disbursement for water and sanitation 
decreasing by 15 per cent to $8. 1 billion. This alarming 
trend must be reversed.

Partnerships and collaboration in the area of science, 
technology and innovation, and with government and 
financial bodies will be essential.

At the same time, national commitments that can be 
scaled up at the regional level or even global level 
should be identified and studied. Similarly, we can 
learn from those commitments that are international 
in scope and see how they can be applied to regional 
and national settings.

Political will alongside institutional strength and skilled 
human capital will be crucial if we are to address our 
water-related challenges.

The Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference 
will provide a platform to follow up the outcomes of 
the UN 2023 Water Conference and generate the 
action needed on the ground.

The Conference will also provide an opportunity to 
make additional voluntary commitments aimed at 
addressing our common concerns on water.

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs is pleased to partner with the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan in the organization of 
the Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference and 
stands ready to support countries and stakeholders in 
their efforts to ensure the availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all.

I look forward to welcoming you in Dushanbe and wish 
you all a fruitful Conference.

Thank you,

H.E. Mr. Li Junhua
Under-Secretary-General
for Economic and Social Affairs
United Nations

WELCOME MESSAGE BY THE CO-CHAIR
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The Republic of Tajikistan, as co-host of the UN 2023 
Water Conference and initiator of the Water Action 
Decade, participated in a very active manner and made 
a significant contribution to its success. The Republic 
of Tajikistan registered a number of commitments in 
the Water Action Agenda including the willingness of 
the Government to use the Dushanbe Water Process 
as a follow-up mechanism to the UN 2023 Water 
Conference, particularly in providing a platform to 
report on the Water Action Agenda and track progress 
against voluntary commitments.

To this end, the Government of Tajikistan is committed 
to offer a venue and logistical support for the Dushanbe 
Water Process, as well as engage with all relevant 
stakeholders to ensure the Water Action Agenda is 
embedded in the next Dushanbe Water Action Decade 
Conferences leading up to 2028.

The Dushanbe Water Process is an initiative of the 
Government of Tajikistan to support the implementation 
of the objectives of the International Decade for Action 
“Water for Sustainable Development 2018-2028” 
through a series of biennial conferences hosted by the 
Government of Tajikistan in close cooperation with the 
United Nations. The Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Tajikistan and the United Nations Under-Secretary-
General for Economic and Social Affairs are the co-
chairs of the biennial Dushanbe Water Action Decade 
Conferences.

To date, two Dushanbe Water Action Decade 
Conferences were successfully held in 2018 and 2022. 
The Second Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference 
in 2022 played a significant role in shaping the themes 
of the interactive dialogues of the UN 2023 Water 
Conference and launching the Water Action Agenda.

In order to fulfil the commitment of the Government of 
Tajikistan to provide a platform for the follow-up of the 
UN 2023 Water Conference and to continue the great 
tradition of providing a platform for policy discussions, 
dialogue, partnership, and global action, the Republic 
of Tajikistan, in cooperation with the United Nations, 
will host the Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade 
Conference from 10 to 13 June 2024. 

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

BACKGROUND 

The United Nations Conference on the Midterm 
Comprehensive Review of the Implementation of 
the Objectives of the International Decade for Action 
“Water for Sustainable Development” 2018-2028 
(UN 2023 Water Conference) co-hosted successfully 
by the Republic of Tajikistan and the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in New York from 22 to 24 March 2023 
became a truly watershed moment for the world. It 
highlighted that water can unite the world and that 
the global community has a responsibility to better 
understand, value, manage, protect and respect water 
resources for the benefit of all.

The UN 2023 Water Conference in New York has 
made significant changes in the water domain. Within 
the short period after the Conference, there have 
been many positive developments. Among them, 
the adoption of United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 77/334 on the follow-up of the UN 2023 
Water Conference on 1 September 2023 is of particular 
importance. This resolution capitalizes on the political 
momentum generated by the Conference and calls 
for the convening of two mandated United Nations 
Conferences on water in 2026 and 2028 and requests 
the United Nations Secretary-General to present a 
United Nations system-wide water and sanitation 
strategy in consultation with Member States. The 
Conference in 2028 will be dedicated to the final 
comprehensive review of the Water Action Decade and 
will be hosted by the Government of Tajikistan.

As the second United Nations Conference on water after 
almost half century, the UN 2023 Water Conference 
was mostly focused on the midterm review of the 
International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable 
Development”, 2018-2028 that was announced by 
United Nations General Assembly resolution 73/226 in 
2016 based on the initiative of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
The Conference culminated in the adoption of the 
transformative Water Action Agenda, which includes 
voluntary commitments by different stakeholders and 
calls for urgent action to achieve water-related goals 
and targets.
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In line with this commitment, the structure of the 
Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference will 
mirror that of the UN 2023 Water Conference, with five 
interactive dialogues that will comprehensively review 
the progress made since the UN 2023 Water Conference. 
This will also include a thorough assessment of the 
implementation of the Water Action Agenda.

OBJECTIVES 

The overall objective of the Third Dushanbe 
Water Action Decade Conference is to support the 
implementation of the Water Action Decade objectives 
and workstreams and, review the progress catalyzed 
by the UN 2023 Water Conference. It has a specific 
focus on implementing the Water Action Agenda and 
identifying obstacles and opportunities related to 
fulfilling the commitments outlined in the Water Action 
Agenda.

The Conference also seeks to share best practices and 
innovative solutions, strengthen partnerships among 
stakeholders, promote the role of water in sustainable 
development, raise awareness and mobilize political 
will to accelerate progress towards achieving the 
water-related goals of the United Nations 2030 
Agenda, contribute to the High-level Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development in 2024 and inform the 
preparatory process of the 2026 United Nations Water 
Conference.

In particular, the Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade 
Conference will focus on:
•	 Providing a platform to support the implementation 

of the objectives and workstreams of the Water 
Action Decade, as well as for the follow up to the 
UN 2023 Water Conference;

•	 Providing an update on the activities and actions 
indicated in the Final Declaration, the Co-Chairs’ 
Summary and the Call for Action and Partnerships 
of the Second Dushanbe Water Action Decade 
Conference;

•	 Accelerating the implementation of internationally 
agreed water-related goals and targets at the 
regional and national level, particularly through the 
SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework; 

•	 Promoting science-based solutions and tools, 
including data, technologies and innovations;

•	 Improving capacity building, knowledge and 
education through sharing information and best 
practices; 

•	 Showcasing successful partnerships, advocacy and 
networking actions by stakeholders at all levels 
towards the implementation of the objectives and 
workstreams of the Water Action Decade; 

•	 Strengthening cooperation at different levels by 
promoting dialogue, partnership and cross-sectoral 
approaches.

The Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference 
in 2024 will also provide a mechanism to encourage 
governments, the United Nations and all other partners 
and stakeholders to translate good intentions into 
actions on the ground and catalyze new commitments 
to be registered in the Water Action Agenda.

OUTCOMES 

In continuity with past events, this Conference will 
produce a Final Declaration and a Co-chair’s Summary, 
as well as a compendium of actions, partnerships and 
other initiatives towards the implementation of the 
Water Action Decade, presented during the Conference. 

The outcomes of the Third Dushanbe Water Action 
Decade Conference will be presented to the 78th session 
of the United Nations General Assembly and during 
the United Nations 2024 High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development.



PROGRAM

Third High-Level International Conference on International Decade fOr Action 
«Water for Sustainable Development», 2018-2028

8

ORGANIZERS

The Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference 
is organized by the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan with the support of the United Nations 
and other partners. The ultimate responsibility for 
preparation of the Conference rests with the National 
Organizing Committee established by the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan under the leadership of the 
Prime Minister.

To facilitate preparation to the Conference, as well as 
to develop a comprehensive program and outcome 
documents of the Conference with participation 
of all categories of water users and decision-
makers, an International Advisory Committee was 
established, comprising representatives of United 
Nations agencies, partner countries, international 
and regional organizations, financial institutions, river 
basin organizations, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), the private sector and other stakeholders.

A Conference Secretariat was established by the 
Government of Tajikistan at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and is jointly staffed in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Energy and Water Resources. The 
Conference Secretariat is supported by United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) as well as other 
development partners.

DATES AND VENUE

The Conference will be held from 10 to 13 June 2024 at 
Kokhi Somon, Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan.

Conference forums will be held prior to the official 
opening of the Conference. Venue for these events will 
be decided by the organizers separately. 

WORKING LANGUAGES 

The working languages of the Conference are English 
and Russian.Simultaneous translation will be provided. 
Translation into other United Nations official languages 
will be provided to the possible extent during the 
Opening Ceremony and Closing Session.
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NATIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

№ Name Position
Chairman

1. Mr. Qohir Rasulzoda Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan
Vice Chairman

2. Mr. Sirojiddin Muhriddin Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan
Secretary

3. Head of the Department of Agriculture and Environmental Protection 
of the Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Membres
4. Mr. Jum’a Daler Minister of Energy and Water Resources of the Republic of Tajikistan

5. Mr. Zavqizoda Zavqi Minister of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of 
Tajikistan

6. Mr. Qahhorzoda Fayziddin Minister of Finance of the Republic of Tajikistan
7. Mr. Ashuriyon Muzaffar Minister of Justice of the Republic of Tajikistan
8. Mr. Khakimzoda Kurbon Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Tajikistan
9. Mr. Saidzoda Rahim Minister of Education and Science of the Republic of Tajikistan

10. Mr. Abdullozoda Jamoliddin Minister of Health and Social Protection of Population of the Republic 
of Tajikistan

11. Mr. Sherali Kabir Minister of Industry and New Technologies of the Republic of 
Tajikistan

12. Mr. Azim Ibrohim Minister of Transport of the Republic of Tajikistan
13. Ms. Sattoriyon Matlubahon Minister of Culture of the Republic of Tajikistan
14. Mr. Tolibzoda Firdavs Chairman of the National Bank of Tajikistan

15. Mr. Rahimzoda Sulton Chairman of the State Committee on Investment and Management 
of State Property of the Republic of Tajikistan

16. Mr. Nuriddin Said Chairman of the Committee on Television and Radio under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

17. Mr. Sheralizoda Bahodur Chairman of the Committee on Environmental Protection under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

18. Mr. Nazarzoda Rustam Chairman of the Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil 
Defense under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

19. Mr. Gulahmadzoda Zulfikor Chairman of the Committee on Youth, Sports and Tourism under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

20. Mr. Zuhurzoda Beg Head of Communication Services under the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan

21. Mr. Shamsiddinzoda Subhiddin Director of the National Information Agency of Tajikistan “Khovar”
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NATIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

№ Name Position
Membres

22. Mr. Davlatzoda Zafarbek Director of the Agency for Land Reclamation and Irrigation under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

23. Mr. Davlatzoda Usmon Director of SUE “Housing and Utility” (KMK)
24. Mr. Asozoda Mahmadumar Chairman of OJSC “Barqi Tojik”
25. Mr. Khushvakhtzoda Kobiljon President of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan

26. Mr. Hayotzoda Firdavs First Deputy Head of the Executive Office of the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan

27. Mr. Davlatzoda Parviz Head of International Relations Department of the Executive Office 
of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan

28. Mr. Rajabiyon Sayfiddin Head of Department on Management of Authorities Affairs of the 
Executive Office of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan

29. Head of Department on Infrastructure Development of the Executive 
Office of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan

30. Mr. Ganizoda Shuhrat Head of Legal Department of the Executive Office of the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan

31. Mr. Hoshimzoda Davron Head of Office Work and Control of the Executive Office of the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan

32. Mr. Khudoyorzoda Khudoyor Head of Financial Department of the Executive Office of the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan

33. Mr. Tabarzoda Jamshed First Deputy Chairman of Dushanbe City
34. Mr. Jonibek Hikmat Permanent Representative of the Republic of Tajikistan to the UN
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INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

№ Name Affiliation 
Co-Chairs

1. Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda 
Chairman of the State Investments and State Property Management 
Committee of the Republic of Tajikistan, Co-chair of the Dushanbe 
Water Process

2. Mr. Saroj Kumar Jha Global Director of the Water Global Practice, World Bank Group
Members

3. Mr. Aaron Salzberg Independent Expert

4. Mr. Abou AMANI
Director of Water Sciences Division and Secretary of the 
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP), United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

5. Prof. Dr. Ahmet M. Saatçı Member of the Bureau of the World Water Council (WWC)

6. Drs. Alice Bouman-Dentener Independent Expert, Co-Founder Cansu Global; Director, DiploriA – 
Sustainable Development Solutions

7. Mr. Juwang Zhu Officer-in-Charge, Division for Sustainable Development Goals, 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) 

8. Ms. Carolina Tornesi MacKinnon President, World Youth Parliament for Water 
9. Mr. Alan AtKisson CEO and Executive Secretary of Global Water Partnership (GWP)
10. Ms. Terhi Hakala European Union Special Representative for Central Asia

11. Meike van Ginneken Special Envoy for International Water Affairs, Kingdom of The 
Netherlands

12. Ms. Josefina Maestu Independent Expert, Water Advisor to the Secretary of State for 
Environment, Ministry for Ecological Transition, Government of Spain

13. Mr. Julien Katchinoff Water Team Lead, Office of Conservation and Water, U.S. Department 
of State

14. Mr. Jorge Alvarez-Sala
WASH Specialist – Water, sustainability and systems strengthening, 
Water and Climate Resilient WASH Section, WASH & CEED Division, 
UNICEF

15. Mr. Kenzo Hiroki
Coordinator of the High-Level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water 
and Disasters (HELP) and Professor at the National Graduate Institute 
for Policy Studies (GRIPS) of Japan

16. Mr. Bruce Gordon UN-Water Vice Chair, Unit Head of Water, Sanitation, Hygiene (WASH) 
and Health, World Health Organization (WHO)

17. Ms. Mary M. Matthews Senior Technical Advisors Water Governance and Resource 
Management, UNDP

18. Ms. Diana Iskreva President of Women for Water Partnership

19. Mr. Mark Smith Director General of the International Water Management Institute 
(IWMI) 

20. Ms. Mercedes Castro Independent Expert, Director & General Manager of Agualimpia, 
Peru
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INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

№ Name Affiliation 
Members

21. Ms. Nchedi Sophia 
Maphokga-Moripe

Chief Director for Global Cooperation and Strategic Partnerships, 
Department of Water and Sanitation of South Africa

22. Mr. Olcay Unver Professor of Practice, Arizona State University, Member of the Water 
Policy Group

23. Mr. Mohamed C.B.C Diatta Executive Secretary of the 9th World Water Forum, Senegal

24. Mr. Tony Slatyer Special Adviser on Water, Australian Government, Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade

25. Ms. Karin Gardes Chief operating officer / Acting executive director, Stockholm 
International Water Institute (SIWI)

26. Mr. Zafar Adeel
Executive Director, Pacific Water Research Centre, Director and 
Professor of Professional Practice, School of Sustainable Energy 
Engineering Simon Fraser University, Canada

27. Mr. Ulrich Nicklas Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear 
Safety and Consumer Protection of Germany

28. Mr. Simon Zbinden Head of section water at Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), Berne, Switzerland

29. Mr. Lifeng Li Director, Land and Water Division, Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO)

30. Mr. Neil Dhot Executive Director, AquaFed
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CONFERENCE MAIN SESSIONS

The overall objective of the Third Dushanbe Water 
Action Decade Conference is to support implementation 
of the goals and targets of the Water Action Decade and 
review the progress catalyzed by the UN 2023 Water 
Conference with a specific focus on implementing the 
Water Action Agenda and identifying obstacles and 
opportunities related to fulfilling the commitments 
outlined in the Water Action Agenda.

All Interactive Dialogues and Forums are encouraged 
to address the five dimensions of the SDG 6 Global 
Acceleration Framework as cross-cutting issues: 
financing, data and information, capacity development, 
innovation and governance, as well as the interlinkages 
between accelerating SDG 6 and other water-related 
Goals, in the design of the Dialogue and Forum.

Dialogues and Forums are also expected to take into 
consideration the objectives of the Water Action Decade 
as defined in United Nations General resolution 71/222 
(e.g., advance sustainable development, energize 
implementation of existing programs and projects, and 
mobilize action to achieve the 2030 Agenda) and the 
four work streams of the United Nations Secretary-
General’s Action Plan on Water Action Decade:
1.	 Facilitating access to knowledge and the exchange 

of good practices; 
2.	 Improving knowledge generation and dissemination, 

including new information relevant to water-related 
SDGs; 

3.	 Pursuing advocacy, networking and promoting 
partnerships and action; 

4.	 Strengthening communication actions for 
implementation of the water-related Goals.

The outcomes of the Forums and Interactive Dialogues 
will be presented during the Closing Session of the 
Conference and consolidated into the final report of 
the Conference, made will be made available on the 
Conference website and circulated widely.

PLENARY SESSION

The Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference 
includes a Plenary Session, which will provide an 
opportunity for the Heads of Delegation to make 
political statements. Guidelines to make statements 
consistent with the Water Action Decade and SDG 6, 
as well as Water Action Agenda of the UN 2023 Water 
Conference will be provided to Heads of Delegations 
through diplomatic channels, as appropriate.

CONFERENCE FORUMS

The Conference is based on a multi-stakeholder 
approach that brings together different actors from 
water, finance, energy, industry, health, education, 
urban planning and agriculture sectors, including 
climate and environment practitioners. 

The Forums make it possible to involve different types 
of stakeholders, including women, youth, indigenous 
people, professional groups, scholars, private sector 
and others in the implementation of the water agenda 
with a focus on catalyzing water action and partnership 
at the local, national, regional and global level. Factual 
and relevant deliberations, findings and solutions may 
effectively contribute to the Conference and address 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
including the SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework. 

To support this goal, the Conference will include 
a number of regional and major groups forums to 
support these intersectoral discussions:
•	 Central Asia Forum on Water and Climate Change
•	 African Water Forum “Reviewing Progress and 

Framing the Agenda for Post-2025 Africa Water 
Vision”

•	 3rd Regional Forum of Basin Organizations
•	 International Glacier Forum dedicated to the 

International Year of Glacier Preservation 2025
•	 Youth and Children’s Water and Climate Forum
•	 Women and Water Forum 	
•	 Forum on Science and Technology	
•	 Private Sector Forum
•	 Parliamentarians Forum on ICPD30: “Water 

resources and demographic sustainability in the 
interests of youth”
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These Interactive Dialogues, while providing a platform 
to support the implementation of the goals and targets 
of the Water Action Decade, will also undertake 
a comprehensive review of the progress achieved 
since the UN 2023 Water Conference, including a 
thorough evaluation of the implementation of the 
Water Action Agenda commitments catalyzed by the 
Conference, building on the results of the assessment 
recently carried out by the United Nations Secretariat. 
Discussions during the five Interactive Dialogues 
will also provide an opportunity to make additional 
voluntary commitments towards addressing our 
common concerns on water. The Water Action Agenda 
platform, hosted by the United Nations Secretariat, 
remains open and participants are encouraged to 
register commitments1.

The objectives of the Interactive Dialogues are 
designed to focus on the implementation of the goals 
and targets of the Water Action Decade, review the 
progress catalyzed by the UN 2023 Water Conference, 
including identifying challenges and opportunities 
for the implementation of the Water Action Agenda, 
sharing best practices and innovative solutions and 
strengthening partnerships among stakeholders 
towards the implementation of the outcomes of the 
UN 2023 Water Conference as well as development of 
the new voluntary commitments to be registered in the 
Water Action Agenda.

Interactive Dialogues are co-organized by the co-chairs 
of the respective interactive dialogues of the UN 2023 
Water Conference with the support of partners, typically 
at least one from United Nations entities and two from 
other stakeholders’ organizations including financial 
institutions. For each Interactive Dialogue, a group of 
experts, notably including members of International 
Advisory Committee (IAC), are also available to support 
co-organizers.

The outcomes of the Interactive Dialogues will be 
presented at the Closing session. They will also be 
reflected in the outcome documents of the Third 
Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference.

The Forums will be held before the opening ceremony 
of the Conference and will provide focused engagement 
of private sector, academia, women, youth and other 
major groups, in the manner consistent with objectives 
of the Conference. They will provide an opportunity 
for participants to reflect on the outcomes of the UN 
2023 Water Conference and Second Dushanbe Water 
Action Decade Conference in their respective context. 
The outcomes of the Forums will be presented at the 
Closing Session. 

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUES

The Third Dushanbe Water Action Decade Conference 
aims to provide a platform to follow up the outcomes 
of the UN 2023 Water Conference, including identifying 
challenges and opportunities for the implementation of 
the Water Action Agenda. In this regard, the Conference 
program will closely mirror the structure of the UN 
2023 Water Conference and build on the discussions. 
key messages and recommendations from the five 
interactive dialogues of the New York Conference. 

Interactive Dialogue -1. Water for Health: Access to 
WASH, including the Human Rights to Safe Drinking 
Water and Sanitation.

Interactive Dialogue -2. Water for Sustainable 
Development: Valuing Water, Water-Energy-Food 
Nexus, and Sustainable Economic and Urban 
Development.

Interactive Dialogue -3. Water for Climate, Resilience, 
and Environment: Source to Sea, Biodiversity, Climate, 
Resilience, and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).

Interactive Dialogue -4. Water for Cooperation: 
Transboundary and International Water Cooperation, 
Cross Sectoral Cooperation, including Scientific 
Cooperation, and Water Across the 2030 Agenda.

Interactive Dialogue -5. Water Action Decade: 
Accelerating the Implementation of the Objectives 
of the Decade, including through the UN Secretary-
General’s Action Plan.

1  	Commitments can be registered on the Water Action Agenda platform: 
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
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Change is not a straightforward process, and needs 
to be encouraged, led and nurtured by well-informed 
political leaders at all levels, with evidence-based 
interventions and reliable data that capture ground 
reality. As part of the change process, extending WASH 
services to reach poor and vulnerable communities, 
households and individuals, and to all healthcare 
facilities and schools, should be prioritised. To be 
effective, the change process must engage with youth, 
who represent the majority of stakeholders across the 
developing world; with women, who face the greatest 
burden associated with lack of access to WASH services; 
and with the poor and other marginalized groups.

The Interactive Dialogue on Water for Health will build 
on the key messages and recommendations from 
Interactive Dialogue 1 of the UN 2023 Water Conference 
and focus on committing to practical actions that can 
transform access to WASH services. It is aligned with 
the G20 Development Working Group’s focus on WASH 
and the forthcoming One Water Summit that will take 
place in New York during the high-level week of the 
79th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
in September 2024.

Main questions for discussion:
•	 What steps can political leaders take to improve 

sector coordination, performance and drive 
investment in extending water supply, sanitation 
and hygiene services, in particular for healthcare 
facilities, as well as for communities and schools? 

•	 What needs to change to help secure public and 
private finance at a meaningful scale?

•	 How do we ensure that water and sanitation services 
play a central role in climate change adaptation?

•	 How do we target limited resources to benefit 
those whose health is most impacted by inadequate 
WASH?

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 1

Water for Health: Access to WASH, including the Human 
Rights to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation.

The latest data from the WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 
Programme (JMP) show that in 2022, 2.2 billion people 
lacked access to safely managed water services; 3.5 
billion lacked access to safely managed sanitation, 419 
million still practiced open defaecation and 2 billion 
lacked basic hygiene services. The consequences for 
people’s health are devastating – noting that poor access 
to WASH accounts for 69per cent of the total burden 
of diarrhoeal disease – one of the biggest causes of 
death for children under-five years of age. Women and 
girls are particularly affected by this situation – which 
extends to the lack of WASH in healthcare facilities and 
schools, as well as in households, and its consequent 
impact on health and wellbeing. With the resurgence 
of cholera, the proliferation of dengue, the emergence 
and spread of antimicrobial resistance, and the need 
for pandemic preparedness, there is a need to bring 
the health and WASH sectors together to establish a 
comprehensive, coordinated response.

Globally, progress needs to accelerate at least six 
times to achieve SDG 6 target for water supply and 
five times for safely managed sanitation. Even more 
must be done in least developed countries and in 
situations affected by fragility, conflict and violence. 
The challenges imposed by climate change make it 
even more necessary to put in place and effective 
response to tackle this global crisis. The lack of WASH 
in healthcare facilities is a particularly grave concern: 
Half of the world’s health facilities do not offer a basic 
hygiene service at the point of care.

It is also increasingly clear that public expenditure 
and development aid are insufficient to achieve SDG 
6 WASH targets and achieve the universal rights to 
safe water and sanitation. A major shift in approach 
is urgently needed. This shift needs governments, 
supported by their development partners, to overhaul 
the performance of the WASH sector in ways that 
minimise inefficiency, meets demand for affordable 
WASH services, and help secure private investment at 
scale. 
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To ensure cross-system coherence of thought leadership, 
the session will also draw in key messages from the 
Global Commission on the Economics of Water. It will 
also reflect relevant developments, such as resolution 
UNEP/EA.6/Res.13 from the sixth session of the United 
Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-6) on ‘Effective 
and inclusive solutions for strengthening water policies 
to achieve sustainable development in the context of 
climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution’. It will 
also seek to reflect recommendations made in United 
Nations system-wide strategy for water and sanitation, 
which respond to United Nations Member States’ 
request to the United Nations Secretary- General that 
the United Nations system act cohesively and with 
greater urgency to address the global water crisis.

Main questions for discussion:
•	 How can we work together in more transformative 

ways across sectors to avoid negative trade-offs?
•	 Water valuation – how do we achieve water-smart 

investment strategies and the broad uptake of 
strategic environmental assessments, backed by 
sustainable finance and water pricing mechanisms 
that reflect the unique social status of water and its 
non-economic value?

•	 What more can be done to increase progress on the 
water-energy-food-ecosystems nexus commitments 
made at the UN 2023 Water Conference? What 
more can be done given only 13per cent of the 
commitments relate to agriculture?

•	 How can we emphasize the link between nature-
based solutions, ecosystem-friendly approaches 
and their role in ensuring sufficient water supply 
across sectors, and particularly for the agricultural 
sector?

•	 What practical steps can member states and partner 
agencies take to ensure cross-sectoral, tangible 
progress towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals, including through implementation of the 
United Nations system-wide strategy for water and 
sanitation? 

•	 How can we ensure that the relationship between 
water and sustainable development is prominent in 
climate change and biodiversity fora?

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 2 

Water for Sustainable Development: Valuing Water, 
Water-Energy-Food Nexus, and Sustainable Economic 
and Urban Development.

Interactive Dialogue 2 on “Water and Sustainable 
Development” will build on the conversations during the 
UN 2023 Water Conference’s second Interactive Dialogue 
and the recommendations made by the co-chairs, 
European Union and China in their joint statement. 

Conscious that “Water for Sustainable Development” 
is also the overall theme of the Dushanbe meeting, the 
Interactive Dialogue 2 will aim to:
a)	 provide a clear account of the symbiotic relationship 

between global water security and sustainable 
development, and consider progress made since 
the UN 2023 Water Conference in support of water 
and sustainable development; 

b)	 highlight the role of nature-based solutions in 
restoring damaged ecosystems and supporting the 
global hydrological cycle, with a particular focus on 
agriculture as the largest user of freshwater and 
key element of the water- energy- food-ecosystems 
(WEFE) nexus and main driver of economic 
development in rural areas; and,

c)	 respond substantively to the challenge raised 
by national governments at the UN 2023 Water 
Conference – how can the United Nations system and 
its partner agencies, including the secretariats of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) and the United Nations 
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), 
work more cohesively to convene public and private 
sector cooperation and support implementation of 
water-positive sustainable development projects to 
achieve impact at scale?

The session will consider the specific need for 
sustainably managed water in agriculture –as part 
of the water-energy-food-ecosystems nexus, as well 
as the largest freshwater consumer and dominant 
economic sector in the least developing countries and 
in worldwide rural areas. The role of nature-based 
solutions in repairing the hydrological cycle and working 
for global water security will also be highlighted.
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To achieve this, and for water issues to be fully 
considered in climate policy processes of the UNFCCC 
requires that these issues are identified in agreed 
mandates and work programmes, and this will 
require consistent and concerted advocacy by parties; 
cooperation in this advocacy, would require an informal 
and practical setting to have maximum impact where 
Parties could collaborate.

Interactive Dialogue 3 will build on the conversations 
and key messages that emerged from the interactive 
dialogue during the UN 2023 Water Conference.

Main questions for discussion:
•	 How can we adopt an “Inter-COP” process to 

connect, integrate, and fully implement water-
related decisions made at global assemblies, 
conventions, and within frameworks dedicated to 
climate, resilience, and the environment, building on 
COP27 and COP28 which brought water discussions 
to the centre of the climate discourse?

•	 What are the barriers to establishing a Global Water 
Information System, based on the “Hydrological 
Status and Outlook system (HydroSOS)” and 
periodical scientific water reports, as a prerequisite 
for improved water management, climate resilience, 
early warning, and risk-informed decision-making 
for climate action and disaster risk reduction?

•	 How to scientifically assess water resources in 
countries and improve science research and 
innovation in the national assessment of water 
resources.

•	 What are the opportunities to ensure that Nature-
based solutions and green-grey infrastructure 
approaches can provide important contributions 
and co-benefits for climate, biodiversity, and 
disaster risk reduction?

•	 How can we fully integrate IWRM approaches and 
utilise them to advance related outcomes, including 
climate adaptation and nature-based / ecosystem-
based and hybrid approaches? 

•	 How transboundary water cooperation in 
accordance with the applicable principles of 
international law could help in facing significant 
and increasing pressures as a result of population 
increase, growing water demands, ecosystem 
degradation and climate change?

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 3 

Water for Climate, Resilience, and Environment: Source 
to Sea, Biodiversity, Climate, Resilience, and Disaster 
Risk Reduction (DRR).

Water is vital to every aspect of human survival and well-
being, and the economic development and prosperity 
of every nation. Climate change, unsustainable human 
activities and poor environmental management affect 
the availability, quality, and quantity of water, impeding 
the realization of the human right to water and 
sanitation, a clean and healthy environment as well as 
other related human rights.

Water scarcity and pollution, droughts and floods 
contribute to reduced ecosystem functions and related 
ecosystem services and can increase the likelihood of 
pests and diseases. The predicted increase in frequency, 
severity and duration of droughts contributes to long-
term degradation, aridification or desertification, 
disruption of societies and livelihood options. Food 
and nutrition security are seriously impacted as about 
70 per cent of all freshwater withdrawals are used for 
agriculture globally, the percentage can reach more 
than 90 per cent in agrarian economies. 

The 27th Conference of the Parties of the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(COP27) brought water discussions to the centre of 
the climate discourse, including through a dedicated 
Water Day, a Water Pavilion and the new “Action on 
Water Adaptation and Resilience (AWARe)” initiative 
that proposes and supports mutually agreed policies 
for cooperative water-related adaptation and its co-
benefits, while causing no harm. 

Member States must build upon, implement, 
and link water-related climate, resilience, and 
environmental initiatives at conferences of the parties 
and intergovernmental processes for sustainable 
development, climate change, disaster risk reduction, 
biodiversity, the environment and desertification. An 
“inter-COP” process joining related parallel processes, 
would support implementation of interconnected 
water-related goals at national level and facilitate a 
more synergistic and focused discourse on how to 
achieve convergence for integrated policies and actions 
on water, climate change, disaster risk reduction, 
biodiversity conservation and resilience building.
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financing and funding streams. Greater cooperation 
is needed to advance cross-sectoral approaches that 
recognise the foundational value of water across SDGs, 
while managing trade-offs and maximising shared 
benefits.

In any aspect, enhancing transboundary water 
cooperation can only be built and finally succeed in an 
environment characterised by trust and transparency. 
Basin organisations have a central role, and it is 
necessary to strengthen them and support their efforts 
to promote inclusive, sustainable, and integrated 
management of water resources, by promoting 
the exchange of information, experience, and good 
practice. Basin organisations have the capacity to 
convene a variety of basin stakeholders from different 
levels and different sectors. They are crucial to build 
trust and transparency as a prerequisite to coordinated 
governance arrangements.

This Interactive Dialogue will build on the discussions 
and key messages from the UN 2023 Water Conference’s 
fourth Interactive Dialogue.

Main questions for discussion:
•	 What are opportunities in accelerating progress and 

have operational arrangements and joint bodies for 
water cooperation in place for all transboundary 
rivers, lakes, and aquifers by 2030?

•	 What needs to be done better to build trust and 
promote commitment among governments and 
other stakeholders leading to new or improved 
transboundary governance arrangements?

•	 How can the role of joint bodies, in particular river 
basin organisations, be strengthened to build trust 
and enable inclusive governance arrangements 
among river stakeholders of all levels?

•	 Is there any conducive role to play for the private 
sector? If yes, how can trust and opportunities be 
built for private sector actors to engage, collaborate 
in transboundary water cooperation?

•	 Which innovations and transformative solutions 
have the prospects to reach inclusive and cross 
sector governance arrangements in support of 
integrated water resources management by 2030?

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 4 

Water for Cooperation: Transboundary and 
International Water Cooperation, Cross Sectoral 
Cooperation, including Scientific Cooperation, and 
Water Across the 2030 Agenda.

Water cooperation across borders and sectors has 
proven to generate significant shared benefits that 
accelerate progress through SDGs. Effective and 
sustainable transboundary water cooperation can 
catalyse regional integration, drive cooperation in other 
areas, or build sustainable peace. There is a cost to non-
cooperation: it is at best a waste of resources and, in 
the worst cases, can multiply risks that can contribute 
to the destabilisation of societies and threaten security. 
Transboundary water cooperation is about managing 
shared waters, mutual interests, and constructive 
reciprocity. It requires trust and commitment for 
coordinated governance arrangements providing the 
enabling environment in which to advance development 
goals across multiple levels, sectors, and stakeholders. 
Intergovernmental arrangements are only achieved in 
a setting of trust and transparency.

According to the third reporting on SDG indicator 6.5.2 
on transboundary water cooperation, only 26 countries 
out of the 153 worldwide sharing waters, have all their 
shared waters covered by operational arrangements 
for water cooperation. Hence, cooperation in most 
transboundary basins is not adequate to deal with 
future challenges related to climate variability, and 
progress is too slow. This requires increased ambition 
of the world’s efforts to foster enabling legal, policy 
and institutional environments as well as economic, 
financial, and political incentives for cooperation, 
across borders and sectors, over transboundary surface 
and groundwater, from source to sea.

Transboundary water action unlocks social, 
environmental, and political benefits that can be built 
on to develop sustainable and resilient cooperation 
and overcome bottlenecks towards mutually 
beneficial outcomes, including beyond water per se. 
This encompasses strengthening the scientific and 
information base, enhancing the capacities at all levels, 
improving the governance frameworks, nurturing 
transformative innovation as well as mobilising novel 
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INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 5 

Water Action Decade: Accelerating the Implementation 
of the Objectives of the Decade, including through the 
UN Secretary-General’s Action Plan.

This event at the Dushanbe Water Process Conference 
will continue conversations that took place during the 
UN 2023 Water Conference’s fifth Interactive Dialogue 
by discussing progress made during the Water Action 
Decade, considerations for future international efforts 
on water, including the mandated 2026 UN Water 
Conference and the 2028 UN Water Conference, which 
will contribute towards the review of the Water Action 
Decade.

This event will consider previous and current efforts in 
the Water Action Decade and will consider future events 
such as the upcoming United Nations conferences on 
water and other related water events including how to 
best follow up after the current Water Action Decade 
(2028-2028) is over. Speakers and audience members 
will contribute perspectives from a cross-sectoral and 
cross-stakeholder approach.

•	 How have the four workstreams of the United 
Nations Secretary-General’s Action Plan for the 
Water Action Decade been effective in making 
progress towards SDG 6?

•	 What are lessons learned from the Water Action 
Decade? How could efforts around action-oriented 
decades be improved? 

•	 What role should the upcoming United Nations 
Water Conferences play in the broader landscape? 
How could existing conferences, such as the 
Dushanbe Water Process, contribute to the broader 
narrative on the international conversations on 
water? 

•	 How can the youth help to galvanize action on the 
international water agenda before 2030?

This event will reflect on the many options and ways 
forward for the international water agenda. Key 
messages will touch on the effectiveness of the Water 
Action Decade, the role of the upcoming United Nations 
Water Conferences, and the ways to collaborate 
between and through other water-related events.
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10:30 – 11:00 Coffee & Networking Break
11:00 – 13:00 Plenary Session
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch Break
14:30 – 16:30 Interactive Dialogues focused on the implementation of the Water Action Decade 

and outcomes of the UN 2023 Water Conference
Water for Health: Access to WASH, including 

the Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water 
and Sanitation

Water for Sustainable Development: Valuing Water, 
Water-Energy-Food Nexus, and Sustainable Economic 

and Urban Development
16:30 – 17:00 Coffee & Networking Break
17:00 – 18:30 Side events
19:00 – 21:00 Reception hosted by the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

12 JUNE 2024
09:00 – 10:00 Plenary Session (Continuation)
10:00 – 10:30 Coffee
10:30 – 12:30 Interactive Dialogues focused on the implementation of the Water Action Decade 

and outcomes of the UN 2023 Water Conference
Water for Climate, Resilience, and 

Environment: Source to Sea, Biodiversity, 
Climate, Resilience, and Disaster Risk 

Reduction (DRR)

Water for Cooperation: Transboundary and 
International Water Cooperation, Cross Sectoral 

Cooperation, including Scientific Cooperation, and 
Water Across the 2030 Agenda

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
14:00 – 16:00 Water Action Decade: Accelerating the 

Implementation of the Objectives of 
the Decade, including through the UN 

Secretary-General’s Action Plan

Side events

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee
16:30 – 17:30 Closing Session
17:30 – 18:00 Press Conference

13 JUNE 2024
09:00 – 18:00 Field trips / tours

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
THIRD HIGH LEVEL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DECADE FOR ACTION 

“WATER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT”, 2018-2028 
June 2024, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

PROGRAM STRUCTURE
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
MONDAY, 10 JUNE 2024

TIME EVENTS HALL PAGE

10:00 – 18:00 Conference Forum: Central Asia Forum on Water and 
Climate Change” Hilton, Conference hall “Somoni” 24

08.00 – 13.00 Conference Forum: Women and Water Forum “Kokhi Navruz” 26

09:00 – 17:30 Conference Forum: 3rd Regional Forum of Basin 
Organizations

Hotel Kangurt, Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan 28

09:30 – 17:00
Conference Forum: International Glacier Forum 
dedicated to the International Year of Glacier 
Preservation 2025

Serena Hotel, “Big Hall” 30

13:00 – 18:00 Conference Forum: Private Sector Forum National Museum 32

09:30 – 18:00 Conference Forum: Forum on Science and Technology Hotel Kangurt, Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan 34

13:00 – 17:00 Conference Forum: Youth and Children’s Water and 
Climate Forum Hyatt Regency, “Ball Room” 36

09:00 – 18:30
Conference Forum: Parliamentarians Forum on 
ICPD30: “Water resources and demographic 
sustainability in the interests of youth”

National Library 38

14:00 – 18:00
Conference Forum: African Water Forum “Reviewing 
Progress and Framing the Agenda for Post-2025 
Africa Water Vision”

National Library 40

TUESDAY, 11 JUNE 2024
TIME EVENTS HALL PAGE

07:30 – 09:00 Registration
08:45 – 08:50 Photo Session (only for Heads of Delegation) Foyer of Kokhi Somon

09:00 – 10:30 Opening Session Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary hall, 
4th Floor 42

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee & Networking Break Khohi Somon, 4th Floor

11:00 – 13:00 Plenary Session Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary hall, 
4th Floor 43

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch
Restaurant Building B (for VIP 
and official delegations upon 
Invitation) Tea House “Saodat” 

14:30 – 16:30
Interactive Dialogue 1: Water for Health: Access to 
WASH, including the Human Rights to Safe Drinking 
Water and Sanitation

Kokhi Somon, Amphitheater hall, 
1st Floor 44

14:30 – 16:30

Interactive Dialogue 2 Water for Sustainable 
Development: Valuing Water, Water-Energy-Food 
Nexus, and Sustainable Economic and Urban 
Development

Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary hall, 
4th Floor 45

16:30 – 17:00 Coffee & Networking Break
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
TUESDAY, 11 JUNE 2024

TIME EVENTS HALL PAGE

17:00 – 18:30
Side event 1: Building Momentum – From COP 28 
to COP 29: Advancing Water Outcomes for Climate 
Action

Kohi Somon, Press-conference 
room, 2nd floor 50

17:00 – 18:30
Side event 2: Human Mobility in the Context of 
Climate Change in Mountain Areas – Evidence, gaps, 
and priorities

Kokhi Somon, “White Hall” 50

17:00 – 18:30 Side event 3: Cooperative Strategies for Central Asian 
Transboundary Water Management Corpus B, “Firepace” 51

17:00 – 18:30 Side event 4: Intergenerational Leadership for a 
Water-Secure Future Kokhi Somon, Room #3 51

17:00 – 18:30

Side event 5: Water for climate, sustainable 
development and the environment: water-food 
nexus, climate and glaciers, determining the value of 
groundwater resources”

Corpus B, “Oval Hall” 52

17:00 – 18:30 Side event 6: “Towards the One Water Summit” Corpus 8, “Press Conference Hall” 52

17:00 – 18:30 Side event 7: Finance and Investment for Water, 
Energy and Land-use Nexus in Central AsiaSDG6 

Kokhi Somon, Room #5 “New 
Hall” 53

17:00 – 18:30 Side event 8: SDG6 Policy Support System (SDG-PSS) 
Asia Pacific Regional Workshop

Corpus 1, “Conference Hall” 
2nd floor 53

19:00 – 21:00 Reception hosted by the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan 

Kohi Navruz (for VIP and official 
delegations upon Invitation) 
Tea House “Istaravshan”
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW
WEDNESDAY, 12 JUNE 2024

TIME EVENTS HALL PAGE

09:00 – 10:00 Plenary Session (continuation) Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary 
Hall, 4th Floor

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee & Networking Break

10:30 – 12:30
Interactive Dialogue 3: Water for Climate, Resilience, and 
Environment: Source to Sea, Biodiversity, Climate, Resilience, 
and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)

Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary 
Hall, 4th Floor 46

10:30 – 12:30

Interactive Dialogue 4: Water for Cooperation: 
Transboundary and International Water Cooperation, Cross 
Sectoral Cooperation, including Scientific Cooperation, and 
Water Across the 2030 Agenda

Kokhi Somon, Amphitheater 
hall, 1st Floor 47

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 16:00
Interactive Dialogue 5: Water Action Decade: Accelerating 
the Implementation of the Objectives of the Decade, 
including through the UN Secretary-General’s Action Plan

Kokhi Somon, Amphitheater 
hall, 1st Floor 48

14:00 – 16:00 Side event 9: SDG6 Policy Support System (SDG-PSS) Asia 
Pacific Regional Workshop (continuation) Corpus 1, “Conference Hall” 54

14:00 – 16:00
Side event 10: The impact of the risk of glacial lake outburst 
on the socio-economic development of Central Asian 
countries

Kokhi Somon, “White Hall” 54

14:00 – 16:00 Side event 11: Strengthening Benefit Sharing in Central Asia: 
Role of Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystem Nexus Approach Corpus B, “Firepace” 55

14:00 – 16:00
Side event 12: Fostering cooperation in education and 
science to promote IWRM: Novel approaches to capacity 
building and development

Corpus 8, “Malachite Hall” 55

14:00 – 16:00

Side event 13: Role of Tajikistan’s water sector reform in 
achieving the goals and objectives of the International Water 
Decade “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2028-2028, as 
well as water-related sustainable development goals

Corpus 8, “White Hall” 

14:00 – 16:00
Side event 14:  Ministerial Roundtable with the World Bank 
and EC IFAS: Achieving greater water use efficiency in Central 
Asia Region

Kokhi Somon, Room #3 
“Zarandud Hall”

14:00 – 16:00 Side event 15:  Optimizing the use of water resources is a 
common path to sustainable development of regions Corpus B, “Oval Hall”

14:00 – 16:00 Side event 16:  Water from Source to People: Investing in 
freshwater quality monitoring to reduce environmental risks

Kokhi Somon, Room #5 
“New Hall”

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee & Networking Break Khohi Somon, 4th Floor

16:30 – 17:30 Closing Session Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary 
hall, 4th Floor 49

17:30 – 18:00 Press Conference Kokhi Somon, Press 
Conference Hall, 2nd Floor
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CONFERENCE FORUM: CENTRAL ASIA FORUM ON WATER AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Time: 	     10/06/2024 – 10:00–18:00

Venue:     Hilton, Conference Hall “Somoni“

CO-ORGANIZERS

UNDP, EUROPEAN UNION AND MINISTRY OF 
ENERGY AND WATER RESOURCES OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF TAJIKISTAN 

OPENING SESSION

Time: 10:00-11:00

MODERATOR

Mr. Lenni Montiel, UNDP Resident Representative 
in Tajikistan

OPENING REMARKS 

H.E. Mr. Daler Juma, Minister of Energy and Water 
Resources of the Republic of Tajikistan

H.E. Mr. Shavkat Hamraev, Minister of Water 
Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Mr. Nurlan Aldazharov, Vice Minister of Water 
Resources and Irrigation the Republic of Kazakhstan

Mr. Almazbek Sokeev, Deputy Minister of Water 
Resources, Agriculture and Processing Industry - 
Director of Water Resources Service of the Kyrgyz 
Republic

Government of Turkmenistan (TBC)

H.E. Ms. Terhi Hakala, EU Special Representative for 
Central Asia 

Mr. Dmitry Mariyasin, Deputy Executive Secretary, 
UNECE 

Ms. Natalia Patricia Alonso Cano, Chief of the 
Regional Office for Europe, and Central Asia, UNDRR

COFFEE BREAK

Time: 11:00 – 11:20

SESSION 1: BUILDING CLIMATE RESILIENCE THROUGH 
INTEGRATED WATER MANAGEMENT

Time: 11:20 – 12:40

MODERATOR

Ms. Mary Matthews, Water Lead, Ocean Advisor/ 
Innovation Challenge Manager, UNDP

SPEAKERS

Mr. Rustam Abdulloev, Head of the Department of 
Water and Energy Policy, Development of Science 
and Technologies, Ministry of Energy and Water 
Resources of the Republic of Tajikistan 

Mr. Daniyar Sharip, Deputy Director of the 
Department, Ministry of Water Resources, and 
Irrigation of Kazakhstan 

Ms. Satymkulova Gulmira, Head of the Department 
of the Water Resources Service under the Ministry 
of Water Resources, Agriculture and Processing 
Industry of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Mr. Baygeldi Bayjanov, Representative from 
Government of Turkmenistan (TBC)

Mr. Otabek Hazratov, Head of Department, Ministry 
of Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
(TBC)

Representative of the Centre for Emergency 
Situations and Disaster Risk Reduction (TBC)

Mr. Isomiddin Akramov, Regional Project Manager, 
UNDP Uzbekistan

Ms. Niloofar Sadeghi, Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) Water Resources Specialist

Q&A DISCUSSION 

Time: 12:40 – 13:00

LUNCH BREAK

Time: 13:00 – 14:00
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SESSION 2: NATIONAL ADAPTATION PLANS (NAP) 
- SECTORAL INTERLINKAGES BETWEEN CLIMATE 
CHANGE RESILIENCE AND WATER, ENERGY, HEALTH, 
AND FOOD

Time: 13:00 – 14:00

MODERATOR

Mr. Sattor Saidov, Agency of Hydrometeorology of 
Committee for Environmental Protection under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

SPEAKERS

Mr. Sattor Saidov, Head of Climate Change Center 
of the Agency of Hydrometeorology, Committee of 
Environmental Protection under the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan

Mr. Aidar Yessembayev, Director of the 
Department of International Cooperation of the 
International green technologies and investment 
projects Center, Ministry of Ecology and Natural 
Resources of Kazakhstan 

Ms. Zhyldyz Uzakbaeva, Climate Change Adviser-
NAP Project Manager, UNDP Kyrgyzstan 

Ms. Maya Ashirova, Project Manager UNDP 
Turkmenistan

Ms. Nadejda Gavrilenko Project Manager, UNDP 
Uzbekistan

Mr. Aleix Serrat-Capdevila, World Bank

Representative of UN ESCAP (TBC)

Q&A DISCUSSION

Time: 15:10 – 15:30

COFFEE BREAK

Time: 15:30 – 15:50

SESSION 3: REGIONAL WATER PARTNERSHIP 
AND DATA EXCHANGE BY ENGAGING NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS

Time: 15:50–17:00

MODERATOR

Mr. Stanislav Kim, Team Leader for the Climate 
Change and Disaster Resilience Team, UNDP IRH

SPEAKERS

Ms. Dinara Ziganshina, Director of Scientific-
Information Center of Interstate Commission for 
Water Coordination of Central Asia 

Mr. Bunyod Holmatov, International Water 
Management Institute

Ms. Barbara Janusz-Pawletta, Vice President of 
Kazakh-German University 

Ms. Rano Mansurova, ACTED
Representative of UNDP/UNDRR (TBC)
Representative of UNECE (TBC) 

Q&A DISCUSSION

Time: 17:00 – 17:30

SESSION 4: SUMMARY OF THE FORUM

Time: 17:30 – 18:00

FACILITATOR

Mr. Khusrav Sharifov, Regional Programme 
Specialist Climate and Disaster Resilience,        
UNDP IRH

CLOSING REMARKS 

Heads of Delegation of Central Asian countries,   
EU, UNDP
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CONFERENCE FORUM: WOMEN AND WATER FORUM

Time: 	      10/06/2024 – 08:00-13:00

Venue:      Kokhi Navruz

CO-ORGANIZERS

COMMITTEE FOR WOMEN AND FAMILY AFFAIRS 
UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF TAJIKISTAN, MINISTRY OF FINANCE OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN AND UN WOMEN IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH ACTED, ADB, AKDN, IWPR, 
UNFPA, UNRCCA, USAID, WORLD BANK

REGISTRATION

Time: 7:00 – 8.00 

Participants are welcome to visit the Forums 
exhibition “Women and Water” 

OPENING CEREMONY

Time: 8.00 – 9:00

MODERATOR

Ms. Bunafsha Faiziddinzoda, Chair of the 
Committee for Women and Family affairs under the 
Government of Tajikistan

OPENING REMARKS

HE Dilrabo Mansuri, Deputy Prime Minister of 
Tajikistan (TBC) 

HE Mr. Kaha Imnadze, Head of the UN Regional 
Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia

HE Tanzila Narbaeva, Chair of the Senate Oliy 
Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan (TBC)

HE Ambassador Terhi Hakala, EU Special 
Representative for Central Asia

HE Ms. Gulmanova D., Chair of the Mejlis of 
Turkmenistan (TBC) 

HE Ms. Espaeva D.M., Deputy chair of the Majlis of 
the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

Ms. Nancy Eslick, USAID Global Water Coordinator

Ms. Yasmin Siddiqi, Director, Agriculture, Food, 
Nature and Rural Development, Central and West 
Asia Regional Department, ADB

Mr. Sameh Wahba, Regional Director for Europe 
and Central Asia, WB

REPORTING BACK FROM WOMEN WATER FORUM 
2022 – KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 

Time: 9:00 – 9:10

Ms. Nigina Anvari, First Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture of the Republic of Tajikistan

MEMORY GROUP PHOTO/ COFFEE BREAK

Time: 9:10 – 9:40

SESSION 1: WOMEN IN WATER DIPLOMACY FOR 
PEACEFUL, JUST AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES

Time: 9:40 – 10:50

MODERATOR 

Ms. Elisa Fernandez, UN Women Deputy Regional 
Director for Europe and Central Asia 

RAPPOURTEUR 

Ms. Vesna Ivanovikj, Head of North Macedonia 
office, UN Women

KEYNOTE SPEECHES

Ms. Tais Reznikova, Women in Water Diplomacy 
Network, Water Management and Policy Specialist, 
the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia, 

Ms. Kerry Schneider, Stockholm International 
Water Institute, facilitator of the Nile and 
ORASECOM basin Women in Water Diplomacy 
Networks
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DISCUSSANTS

H.E. Ms. Soili Makelainen-Buhanist, Finland 
Ambassador to Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan

H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze, SRSG, Head of the UN 
Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for 
Central Asia (UNRCCA)

Ms. Nancy Eslick, USAID Global Water Coordinator 

Contribution by Mr. Sami Frestadius, Chief 
Specialist on water resource management, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland

Q&A SESSION

Time: 10:50 – 11:10

SESSION 2: INVESTING IN GENDER RESPONSIVE 
AND COMMUNITY-BASED WATER AGENDA – BEST 
PRACTICES AND TOOLS FOR PEACEFUL, INCLUSIVE, 
AND JUST COMMUNITIES

Time: 11:10 – 12:20

MODERATOR

Dr. Alice Bouman-Dentener, Director, DiploriA,   
The Netherlands

RAPPORTEUR

Ms. Odete Duarte Muhimpua, Senior Water 
Supply and Sanitation Specialist, WB

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Ms. Yasmin Siddiqi, Director, Agriculture, Food, 
Nature and Rural Development, Central and West 
Asia Regional Department, ADB

DISCUSSANTS

Ms. Rano Mansurova, Director of Acted Canada, 
Acted Regional Gender Specialist

Ms. Nigina Shuhrat Abdurahmonzoda, Agency of 
Securities and Specialized Registration, Ministry of 
Finance of the Republic of Tajikistan

Ms. Sana Zia, “Equal Aqua - closing gender gaps in 
water jobs”, Senior Social Development Specialist, 
Europe and Central Asia, WB

Contribution by Ms Dilorom Kayumova, Chair of 
the «Association of Women Studying Glaciers», 
Center for the Study of Glaciers of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan

Q&A SESSION

Time: 12:20 – 12:40

CONCLUSIONS AND WAY FORWARD

Time: 12:40 – 13:00

WWF Resolution

Ms. Bunafsha Faiziddinzoda, Head, Committee for 
Women and Family Affairs under the Government 
of Tajikistan

Ms. Elisa Fernandez, UN Women Deputy Regional 
Director for Europe and Central Asia 
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CONFERENCE FORUM: 3RD REGIONAL FORUM OF BASIN ORGANIZATIONS

Time: 	      10/06/2024 – 9:00–17:30

Venue:      Hotel Kangurt, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

CO-CONVENERS

USAID CENTRAL ASIA’ REGIONAL WATER AND 
VULNERABLE ENVIRONMENT ACTIVITY, GIZ/SDC 
CLIMATE SENSITIVE WATER MANAGEMENT IN 
CENTRAL ASIA PROGRAMME

MODERATORS

Ms. Anna Vladimirova, IWRM Lead, USAID 
Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment 
Activity

Mr. Alexandr Nikolaenko, Regional Advisor, GIZ 
Green Central Asia

OPENING SPEECHES

Mr. Jamshed Shoimzoda, First Deputy Minister 
of Energy and Water Resources of the Republic of 
Tajikistan

Dr. Matthias Vollert, Head of Division Southern 
Caucasus, Central Asia and Eastern Partnership, 
Federal Foreign Office of Germany

Ms. Lisa Schechtman, USAID Senior Strategic 
Engagement Advisor, Bureau for Resilience, 
Environment, and Food Security

Ms. Lisa Gampp, Regional Water and Climate 
Change Advisor of SDC

SESSION 1: EXPERIENCE OF BASIN MANAGEMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS IN CENTRAL ASIA: TOOLS, 
INSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNMENTAL STRATEGIES

Time: 9:30 - 9:50

General overview: basin management approach in 
Central Asian countries
Speakers: Ms. Caroline Milow, GIZ /SDC Climate 
Sensitive Water Management in Central Asia 
Programme, Ms. Ekaterina Strikeleva, USAID 
Central Asia’ Regional Water and Vulnerable 
Environment Activity

Time: 9:50 – 10:05

Tools for improved basin management – 
methodology for development of schemes of 
complex use and protection of water resources
Speaker: Ms. Aliya Nurbatsina, Senior Researcher, 
Water Resources Laboratory, Institute of 
Geography and Water Security of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan

Time: 10:05 – 10:20

Experience in the participatory and inclusive 
method for the formulation, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of the Zarafshon River 
Basin Management Plan in Tajikistan 
Speaker: Mr. Khurshed Salikhbaev, GIZ Water 
Resources Management Integrated Rural 
Development Project (IRDP/TRIGGER)

Time: 10:20 – 10:35

Vision for implementing basin management 
approach in Turkmenistan – Road Map on basin 
management and planning
Speaker: Mr. Georgiy Kurtovezov, Institute 
TurkmenSuwylymtaslama

Time: 10:35 – 10:50

Blue Peace Index
Speaker: Mr. Matus Samel, SDC

Time: 10:50 – 11:05

Financial tools to support basin councils and small 
basin councils in Central Asia
Speaker: Ms. Ekaterina Strikeleva, USAID Central 
Asia’ Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment 
Activity

COFFEE BREAK AND GROUP PICTURE

Time: 11:05 – 11:30
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SESSION 2: TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION 
MODES AND MODALITIES FROM DIFFERENT BASINS 
IN CENTRAL ASIA

Time: 11:30 – 12:00

Evidence base for joint basin-level decision-
making: comprehensive nexus-modelling for 
better and more sustainable future
Speaker: Mr. Arif Mamedov, national expert on 
modeling, USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable 
Environment Activity

Time: 11:30 – 12:00

Bilateral cooperation modes on basin level: cases 
of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan - Chu-Talas River 
commission
Speakers: Ms. Gulmira Satymkulova, Service of 
Water Resources of the Kyrgyz Republic, Mr. Tobias 
Siegfried, SDC 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
Speaker: Mr. Idris Izatzoda, Ministry of Energy and 
Water Resources of the Republic of Tajikistan

New tools for transboundary cooperation through 
new Hydroposts along the Big and North Fergana 
Canals
Speaker: Ms. Lisa Gampp, Regional Water and 
Climate Change Advisor of SDC

Bilateral working group on joint water resources 
management between Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan
Speaker: Mr. Ilhom Juraev, Director of Information-
Analytical and Research Center under the Ministry 
of Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Practice of water resources use along 
transboundary small rivers in the Fergana Valley 
Speaker: Shukhrat Ergashev, First Deputy of Naryn-
Karadarya BISA, Republic of Uzbekistan

LUNCH

Time: 13:00 – 14:00

SESSION 3: INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
ON MANAGING TRANSBOUNDARY BASINS

Time: 14:00 – 14:30

Fostering Transboundary Cooperation for Water 
and Energy Security
Speaker: Dr. Maria A. Gwynn, Senior Fellow, 
International Law Institute, University of Bonn; 
Former Governing Council Member ITAIPU

Time: 14:30 – 15:00

Best Practices from the Senegal River Basin
Speaker: SDC

Time: 15:00 – 15:30

General discussion

COFFEE BREAK

Time: 15:30 – 16:00

SESSION 4: FURTHER STEPS TOWARDS 
TRANSBOUNDARY BASIN COOPERATION 
IN CENTRAL ASIA

Time: 16:00 – 16:30

Road Map on cooperation of basin organizations
Speaker: Mr. Alexandr Nikolaenko, Regional 
Advisor, GIZ Green Central Asia

Time: 16:30-17:30

Feedback from countries, basin organizations and 
international development partners
Moderated discussion

Time: 17:00 – 17:10

Further steps 
Speaker: Mr. Alexandr Nikolaenko, Regional 
Advisor, GIZ Green Central Asia, Ms. Anna 
Vladimirova, IWRM Lead, USAID Regional Water 
and Vulnerable Environment Activity

Time: 17:10-17:30

Closing remarks
Representative of the Ministry of Energy and Water 
Resources of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Representative of USAID Regional Mission for 
Central Asia
Representative of GIZ Green Central Asia 
Ms. Lisa Gampp, Regional Water and Climate 
Change Advisor of SDC
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CONFERENCE FORUM: INTERNATIONAL GLACIER FORUM DEDICATED 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF GLACIER PRESERVATION 2025

Time: 	      10/06/2024 – 9:00–17:30

Venue:      Serena Hotel “Big Hall”

CO-ORGANIZERS

UNESCO, WMO, GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF TAJIKISTAN, GIZ, UN REGIONAL CENTER FOR 
PREVENTIVE DIPLOMACY FOR CENTRAL ASIA 
(UNRCCA)

OPENING

Time: 09:30 – 11:00 

High-level opening Session - Overarching 
perspectives on the International Year of Glaciers 
Preservation 2025 and Outlook for the Polar and 
Glacier Science Decade (2025-2035) 

H.E. Mr. Sulaimon Ziyozoda, Deputy Prime 
Minister of the Republic Tajikistan
High-level representative of UNESCO
H.E. Mr. Bahodur Ahmadzhon Sheralizoda, 
Chairman of the Committee for environmental 
protection under the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan
H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze, Special Representative of 
the UN Secretary General for Central Asia, Head of 
the Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for 
Central Asia (UNRCCA)
Ms. Celeste Saulo, Deputy Secretary-General, 
WMO – video message
Ms. Sabine Olthof, Country Director, GIZ Tajikistan
Mr. Janne Leskinen, European Commission, DG 
Environment, Planetary Common Goods, Universal 
Values and Environmental Security

Session Moderator: Mr Tahirzoda Sino, 
NDC Secretariat in Tajikistan 

Roadmap towards the IYGP 2025 and Glacier Day 
2025 and beyond 

Time: 11:00 – 12:00 

•	 Presentation of the Roadmap towards the IYGP 
2025 by UNESCO and WMO - Anil Mishra, Chief 
of section, UNESCO HQ and representative of 
WMO (tbc) (15 minutes)

•	 Remarks by the Task Force on IYGP2025 (10 
minutes) – Professor John Pomeroy, PhD, 
UNESCO Co-Chair for the International year of 
Glaciers preservation 2025 and a member of 
the advisory Board of the year (online)

Panel Discussion 
•	 Identifying gaps and opportunities towards 

accelerating action on the cryosphere and the 
implementation of the IYGP 2025 

Session Moderator: Anil Mishra, 
Chief of Section, UNESCO

COFFEE-BREAK / LUNCH

Time: 12:00 – 13:00 

PARALLEL SESSION 2: TECHNICAL SESSION ON 
RESPONDING TO CHANGING CRYOSPHERE IN 
CENTRAL ASIA

Time: 13:00 –15:00

Presentation of Case studies, lessons learned,       
best practices
Opening:

-	 Representative of UNESCO (TBC)
•	 Mr Martin Hoelzle, University of Fribourg - 

Monitoring of the cryosphere in Central Asia 
as an important basis of current and future 
understanding of the water resources (10 min) 
(online)

•	 EU/GIZ – presentation of EU/GIZ’s cryosphere-
related engagement in Central Asia: “How drones 
and donkeys improve water adaptation in Central 
Asia?” (Integrated Rural Development Project / 
TRIGGER and Green Central Asia) (10 min)

•	 “Gender Integration and Equality Approach for 
Water Resources Management - The UNESCO 
WWAP Toolkit for sex-disaggregated water 
data” – Laura Veronica Imburgia, Programme 
Specialist, UNESCO WWAP (10 min)
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Q/A session
•	 Mr Christian Huggel, University of Zurich 

(online)
•	 Dr. Tomas Saks “Towards sustainable 

Cryospheric monitoring network for improved 
water resources management in Central Asia” 
(10 min)

•	 Mr. Antti-Pekka Hyvärinen, Finnish 
Meteorological Institute “FMI in common Glaciers 
research and FINTAJ projects results” (10 min)

Q/A session
Session Moderator: Elena Osipova, 
UNESCO Almaty Regional Office

PARALLEL SESSION 3: ENHANCED COOPERATION IN 
THE GREATER ARAL SEA BASIN IN THE CONTEXT OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE ACCELERATED MELTING 
OF GLACIERS

Time: 13:00 –15:00

Opening:
-	 Representative of UNRCCA 
-	 Representative of Tajikistan (TBC)
-	 Representative of UNESCO (TBC)

Panel 1: Glaciers as a primary source of water in 
Central Asia, impact of climate change

Short film “Understanding climate change impact 
on the cryosphere and its consequences in Central 
Asia” 

Keynote speeches:
•	 Dr. Richard Paisley, UNRCCA Expert “Outlook 

on the climate change and glaciers melt in 
the wider Aral Sea basin: legal and practical 
aspects” 

•	 Dr. Tobias Siegfried, Hydrosolutions “Linking 
cryosphere data streams in hydrological 
modeling for improved climate service delivery 
and for improved preparedness”

Presentations:
•	 Representative of Tajikistan 
•	 Representative of the Kyrgyzstan

Panel 2: Links between the environmental situation 
in Central Asian and Afghanistan through the climate 
change lens

Short films “Water and Energy” and “Aral Seas 
Basin: Upstream and Downstream at its end of the 
Aral Sea catastrophe” 

Keynote speeches:
•	 Ms. Charity Watson, Representative of 

the United Nations Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan (UNAMA, TBC) 

•	 UNECE (TBC)

Presentations: 
•	 Representative of Kazakhstan 
•	 Representative of Turkmenistan
•	 Representation of Uzbekistan

- Wrap up of the session and recommendations
Session Moderator: Philipp Saprykin, UNRCCA

COFFEE-BREAK

Time: 15:00 -15:30

PARALLEL SESSION 4: EXPERT SESSION ON WATER 
AND MOUNTAINS – LINKING GLOBAL, REGIONAL, 
AND LOCAL PERSPECTIVES

Time: 15:30 -16:30

Keynote presentation by an international expert – 
Mr. Sonu Khanal, Future Water (10 min)

Speakers: Interactive Panel Discussion 
•	 Representative of Kazakhstan 
•	 Representative of Kyrgyzstan
•	 Representative of Tajikistan
•	 Representative of Uzbekistan

Discussion on possible synergies and way forward
Session Moderator: Mr. Esteban Boj Garcia, GIZ

CLOSING SESSION: CONCLUDING REMARKS 
AND WAY FORWARD

Time: 16:30

Feedback from the parallel sessions and presentation 
of remarks for the Conference Declaration 

Concluding remarks:
•	 Representative of UNESCO (tbc) – final remarks 

on the IYGP2025
•	 Government representative of the Republic of 

Tajikistan (TBC)
Session Moderator: Representative from Tajikistan 
(TBC)
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CONFERENCE FORUM: PRIVATE SECTOR FORUM

Time: 	      10/06/2024 – 13:00–18:00

Venue:      National Museum

ORGANIZERS 

•	 State Committee on Investments and State Property Management under 
the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

•	 World Bank Group: including World Bank 2030 Water Resources Group, 
World Bank and IFC offices in Europe and Central Asia Region

•	 AquaFed, International Federation of Private Water Operators

INTRODUCTORY PANEL: SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE FORUM

Time: 13:00 –13:30

Moderator: Mr. Neil Dhot, Executive Director, AquaFed

OPENING REMARKS AND DISCUSSION

H.E. Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda, Chairman of the State Investments and State Property 
Management Committee, Republic of Tajikistan 

H.E. Mr. Saroj Kumar Jha, Global Water GP Director, World Bank

Mr. Mark Muller Aguirre, Vice-President, AquaFed

SESSION 1: ENABLING DEAL FLOW, PROJECT PIPELINES AND DIVERSE FINANCE 
SOURCES

Time: 13:30 – 15:30

OPENING PRESENTATION

Mr. Charlie Morris, Regional Economic Development Counsellor, Central Asia, 
British Embassy, Bishkek

•	 The current opportunities for business growth in water in the Central Asian 
region.

•	 The appropriate institutional arrangements and regulatory environments 
in the region that will stimulate growth and ensure appropriate social and 
environmental protection.

Moderator: Mr. Ozan Sevimli, Country Manager, World Bank
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PANEL DISCUSSION

H.E. Mr. Daler Jum’a, Minister, Ministry of Energy and Water Resources, Republic of 
Tajikistan 

Mr. Sameh Wahba, SD Regional Director, Europe and Central Asia, World Bank 

Representative of Grundfos 

Mr. Bakhtiyor Fayziev, Regional Head of Infrastructure Investments in CA, EBRD 

Ms. Ekaterina Dolinina, Investment Officer, IFC 

Mr. Dominique Gatel, VP Public Affairs, Veoila Environment 

Mr. Ui Ryo, Acting General Manager, Remote Sensing Department, ArkEdge Space, Inc.

COFFEE AND NETWORKING BREAK

Time: 15:30 – 16:00

SESSION 2: UNDERSTANDING PRIVATE CAPITAL - WHAT IS IT AND HOW CAN IT HELP 
THE WATER SECTOR? 

Time: 16:00 – 17:30

OPENING PRESENTATION 

Ms. Rochi Kemka, Senior Water Resources Management Specialist, 2030WRG

Moderator: Mr. Neil Dhot, Executive Director, AquaFed

PANEL DISCUSSION

Mr. Pierre Casabonnet, Senior Operations Officer, IFC 

Mr. Charlie Morris, Regional Economic Development Counsellor, Central Asia, British 
Embassy, Bishkek 

Mr. Zacharias Ziegelhöfer, Senior Investment Specialist, Water & Urban, Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank 

Mr. Sulaiman Turki, Technical Affairs Supervisory Director, Saudi Water Partnership 
Company 

Mr. Alain Carbonel, CEO, Suez

CROSS-FORUM SUMMARIES AND WRAP-UP SESSION

Time: 17:30-18:00

Report back and information share between Private Sector Forum organisers and 
attendees of other relevant Forums 
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CONFERENCE FORUM ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGIES 

Time: 	      10/06/2024 – 9:30–18:00

Venue:      Hotel Kangurt, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

ORGANIZERS

USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment 
Activity, International Water Management 
Institute, Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation, Institute of Water Problems, 
Hydropower and Ecology of the National Academy 
of Sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan

OPENING REMARKS 

Time: 9:30 – 9:45

Moderator: Marhabo Yodalieva, Capacity building and 
Education Lead Component, USAID Regional Water 
and Vulnerable Environment Activity

Mr. Amirzoda Orif Hamid, Director of the Institute 
of Water Problems, Hydropower and Ecology of the 
National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 
Tajikistan 
Ms. Sally Rey, USAID Division Chief, Bureau for 
Resilience, Environment, and Food Security
Ms. Rachael McDonnell, Deputy Director General, 
International Water Management Institute
Ms. Dimka Stantchev, Program Manager, Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA)

SESSION 1: ROLE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR PROMOTION WATER INNOVATIONS

Time: 9:45 – 11:00

Keynote presentation: The role of science in 
promoting innovative approaches in water 
management and water use efficiency in Central 
Asia, Mr. Iskandar Abdullaev, Justus Liebig 
University Giessen

Modernizing Operational Hydrology and 
Discharge Forecasting for Improved Hydromet 
Services, SAPPHIRE project, Mr. Tobias Siegfried, 
Hydrosolutions GmbH 

Technologies for Water-saving, Efficiency,             
and Quality Protection in Agriculture:           
traditional versus modern water-saving methods, 
Traditional versus modern water-saving 
technologies, Mr. Anzelm Karl 

Mr. Mohsin Hafeez, Director of Water, Food and 
Ecosystems, IWMI 

Questions and answers

COFFEE-BREAK 

Time: 11:10 – 11:30

SESSION 2: NEXUS-RELATED TECHNOLOGY              
AND INNOVATIONS 

Time: 11:30 – 13:00

Moderator: Mr. Zafar Gafurov, Researcher - Remote 
Sensing-GIS and climate change IWMI

Mr. Abdullaev Botir, “Tashkent Institute of 
Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization 
Engineers” National Research University 

Mr. Yarash Pulatov, Institute of Water Problems 

Mr. Nurlan Balgabaev, «Kazakh Scientific Research 
Institute of Water Management», Kazakhstan 

Mr. Oyture Anarbekov, Country Consortium 
Representative / Senior Technical Adviser of 
Climate Resilient IWRM in the Zarafshan River 
Basin project, Caritas Switzerland (project funded 
by Swiss Government), Questions of food security 
within the Zarafshan River Basin: a case study from 
Samarkand Province, Ms. Fotima Saydullaeva, 
PhD Candidate at Samarkand Agroinnovations and 
Research Institute

Mr. Sherzod Muminov, Scientific and information 
center of the Interstate Coordination Water 
Commission of Central Asia, Prospects for water 
security of administrative territories (regions): 
methodology and evaluation

Questions and answers

LUNCH

Time: 13:00 – 14:00
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SESSION 3: INNOVATIONS AND SOLUTIONS FOR ARAL 
SEA ECOSYSTEMS RESTORATION

Time: 14:00 – 15:30

Moderator: Ms. Ekaterina Strikeleva, Chief of Party, 
USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment 
Activity

PANEL DISCUSSION: 
The impact of salt and dust transfer from the dried 
bottom of the Aral Sea to the countries of Central 
Asia, Ms. Ekaterina Strikeleva, Chief of Party, 
USAID Regional Water and Vulnerable Environment 
Activity
Innovative technologies for afforestation on 
the drained bottom of the Aral Sea, Ms. Mariya 
Zadneprovskaya, ED IFAS, Kazakhstan
Innovative technologies for the development 
of agro-biotechnologies on the dried bottom of 
the Aral Sea, Mr. Bakytzhan Khabibullaev, IICAS, 
Uzbekistan
Methods and technologies for combating dust 
and sandstorms, consolidating sand in the deserts 
of Central Asia, Mr. Pirli Kepbanov, Director of 
National Institute of Deserts, Flora and Fauna of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Nature Protection 
of Turkmenistan 
Using chlorella to improve soil condition on the 
drained bottom of the Aral Sea, Mr. Erlan Kereev, 
project manager at LLC “Yosh Olimlar Academiyaci” 

Questions and answers

COFFEE-BREAK 

Time: 15:30 – 16:00

Moderator: Ms. Marhabo Yodalieva, Capacity building 
and Education Lead Component, USAID Regional 
Water and Vulnerable Environment Activity

COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE PLATFORM – 
A PLATFORM TO BRING TOGETHER RESEARCHERS 
AND PRACTITIONERS 

Time: 16:00 – 16:10

Ms. Marhabo Yodalieva, WAVE’ CDE Lead

RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH COMPETITION

Time: 16:10 – 17:30 

5-minute presentations from the winners of the 
research competition 2023-2024, presentation of 
thematic works within the research competition 

PANNEL SESSION 

Intergenerational dialogue between young and 
seniors’ scientists and practitioners

Senior panelists: Mr. Iskandar Abdullaev, 
Mr. Anzelm Karl, Mr. Yarash Pulatov, 
Mr. Mohsin Hafeez, Mr. Abdullaev Botir, 
Mr. Mirobit Mirdadaev

Junior panelists: winners of the research competition/
young scientists	

WRAP-UP AND CLOSING REMARKS

Time: 17:30 – 18:00 
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CONFERENCE FORUM: YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S WATER AND CLIMATE FORUM

Time: 	 10/06/2024 – 14:00–18:45

Venue:   Hotel Hyatt Regency, 
	    Dushanbe, Tajikistan

OPENING SPEECHES

Time: 14:00 - 14:29

Moderated by Mr. Farokh 
Kakkar, President, IWA YWP 
Canada

H.E. Mr. Rahimjon Saidzoda, 
The Minister of Education and 
Science, Tajikistan

Mr. Gulahmadzoda Zulfikor 
Ahmad, Chairman, Committee 
for Youth Affairs and Sport

Mr. Sheralizoda Bahodur 
Ahmadjon, Chairman, 
Committee for Environmental 
Protection

Mr. Octavian Bivol, Deputy 
Regional Director, UNICEF 
ECARO

Mr. IMAI Seiju, Chief 
Representative, Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA)

WATER AND CLIMATE HYMN

Time: 14:30 - 14:55

Performance of the Water and 
Climate Hymn
Group Photo - participants and 
dignitaries

COFFEE BREAK AND NETWORKING

Time: 14:55- 15:10

SESSION 1: GLOBAL FOCUS 
Time: 15:10-16:10
Review of the Water and Climate 
Youth Development Plan and 
Agenda 

Review the progress of the 
Youth Development Plan and 
Agenda (YDPA) 
Identify key obstacles, 
challenges, opportunities, 
and solutions related to youth 
involvement in water and 
climate initiatives 
Establish consensus on next steps 
and actions to advance the YDPA

Introduction by the moderator and 
Co-Moderator: 

Ms. Keziah Gerosano, CEO, 
Dholakia Foundation
Mr. Samir Shorahmatulloev, 
Young Advisory Group

Presentation: Progress of the YDPA, 
challenges and bottlenecks – by  
Mr. Jan Kairel Guillermo, High-
Level Climate Champions/UNIFY

PANEL DISCUSSION

Time: 15:25- 15:45

Decision Makers: 
Ms. Meike van Ginneken, 
Special Water Envoy, The 
Netherlands. 
Ms. Nancy J. Eslick, Global 
Water Coordinator, USAID 
H.E. Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda, 
Chairman of the State 
Investments and State Property 
Management Committee, 
Republic of Tajikistan 
H.E. Mr. Raimundas Karoblis, 
Ambassador of the Delegation 
of EU to Tajikistan 
Mr. Octavian Bivol, Deputy 
Regional Director, UNICEF ECARO 

Youth Delegates: 
Mr. Jan Kairel Guillermo, High-
Level Climate Champions/UNIFY 
Mr. Jacob Amengor, Chair, 
International Water Association, 
Young Water Professionals  
Ms. Farokh Kakkar, President, 
IWA YWP Canada 
Ms. Begim Zhanuzakova, 
CAY4W/YOUNGO 
Ms. Anisa Abibulloeva, 
Tajikistan

(Each youth Delegate can ask one 
question from the panel)

Reflections by youth delegates
Q&A facilitated by the Moderator 
(10 mins)
Wrap up and summary by the 
moderator

SESSION 2: GLOBAL FOCUS

Time: 16:10 - 16:45

Youth Action Review – 
Commitments to Actions

Evaluate the progress made 
by selected countries (with a 
youth perspective), including 
Tajikistan, towards fulfilling 
voluntary commitments made 
during the UN Water Conference 
in 2023
Assess the extent to which 
commitments related to 
youth engagement have been 
implemented.

Identify challenges and barriers 
hindering the fulfillment of 
commitments and propose 
solutions.
Showcase exemplary initiatives 
and achievements in youth-led 
actions for water and climate 
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Introduction by the moderator
Moderator: Mr. Jacob Amengor, 
Chair, International Water 
Association, Young Water 
Professionals.
Co-Moderator: Ms. Anorbegim 
Sherzodova, Child Activist, 
Tajikistan

Presentations by Youth Delegates 
from: 

Netherlands – Mr. Thomas 
Westhoff
Pakistan – Ms. Zainab Zahid
Tajikistan – Ms. Muminakhon 
Abdulvohidzoda 
India – Ms. Charu Mishra
Uzbekistan – Ms. Kanoatkhon 
Umurzokova

PANEL DISCUSSION:

Time: 16:05-16:25
Decision Makers: 

Mr. Jurriaan Middelhoff, Youth 
Ambassador of Netherlands
H.E Mr. Mohammad Saeed 
Sarwar, Ambassador of Pakistan 
to Tajikistan
H.E Mr. Rajesh Uike, 
Ambassador of India to 
Tajikistan
H.E. Mr. Jamshed Shoimzoda, 
First Deputy Minister of Energy 
and Water Resources, Tajikistan.
Government representative/
Parliamentarian from or 
Uzbekistan (TBC)

Youth Delegates: 
Netherlands – Mr. Thomas 
Westhoff
Pakistan – Ms. Zainab Zahid
India – Ms. Charu Mishra
Tajikistan – Ms. Mumina 
Abdulvohidzoda
Uzbekistan – Ms. Kanoatkhon 
Umurzokova
(Each youth Delegate can ask 
one question from the panel)

Reflections by youth delegates
Q&A facilitated by the Moderator
Wrap up and summary by the 
moderator

SESSION 3: TAJIKISTAN FOCUS 
Time: 16:45 - 17:35
Presentation of the ‘Tajikistan 
Youth for Water and Climate Plan’ 

To present the ‘Youth Water and 
Climate Plan’ developed by the 
Youth for Water and Climate 
Network 
To showcase the involvement 
of youth in shaping Tajikistan’s 
national water agenda. 
To garner support and 
endorsement from key 
stakeholders for the 
implementation of the plan 
and to align it with the national 
water agenda 
To establish a monitoring and 
progress review mechanism 

Introduction by the moderator: 
Jan Kairel Guillermo, High-Level 
Climate Champions/UNIFY 

Opening remarks by the Deputy 
Chair of the Parliament of 
Tajikistan
Motivation and experience 
sharing on youth networks - 
Jurriaan Middelhoff – Youth 
Ambassador, Netherlands
Presentation on the Tajikistan 
Water and Climate Plan - by 
Tajikistan Youth for Water and 
Climate Network 
Q&A facilitated by the 
Moderator 
Endorsement of the plan by CYS 

COFFEE BREAK AND NETWORKING

Time: 17:35-17:50

SESSION 4: GLOBAL FOCUS 

Time: 17:50-18:50
Wave of change: Innovating for a 
sustainable future in water and 
climate 

To engage young climate 
innovators dedicated to 
advancing transformative water 
and climate innovations for the 
establishment of an equitable 
and environmentally just 
green economy and resource 
ecosystem 
To share their journeys and 
insights with youth, discuss 
potential for scalability 

Introduction by the moderator: 
Takhmina Nazarova, Tajikistan 
Presentations by Innovators 

Ms. Tan Tiange, China 
Ms. Noemi Florea, Turning 
greywater green under your 
sink, Cycleau, UNICEF Innovation 
30
Ms. Bare Kayali, Deploy, 
Foldable Concrete Tanks saving 
lives, UNICEF Innovation 30

Q&A facilitated by the Moderator 
Wrap up and summary by the 
moderator 
Closing Speeches by Youth and 
Children 

Introduction by the moderator:  
Mr. Thomas Westhoff, Youth 
Delegate, Netherlands 

Closing Speech: 
Youth: Mr. Jacob Amengor, 
Chair, International Water 
Association Young Water 
Professionals 
Child: Ms. Anorbegim 
Sherzodova, Child Activist, 
Tajikistan 
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CONFERENCE FORUM: PARLIAMENTARIANS FORUM ON ICPD30:
“WATER RESOURCES AND DEMOGRAPHIC SUSTAINABILITY 
IN THE INTERESTS OF YOUTH”

Time: 	 10/06/2024 – 08:00–18:40

Venue:   National Library

CO-ORGANIZERS

Majlisi Namoyandagon Majlisi 
Oli of the Republic of Tajikistan
The Asian Forum of 
Parliamentarians on Population 
and Development (AFPPD)
The Asian Population and 
Development Association 
(APDA)
The United Nations Fund 
(UNFPA)

OPENING SESSION

Time: 09:30-10:15

MODERATOR

Hon. Mavsuma Muini, Deputy 
Speaker, Majlisi Namoyandagon 
Majlisi Oli, Republic of Tajikistan; 
Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing 
Committee on Investing in Youth

OPENING REMARKS 

Hon. Mahmadtohir Zokirzoda, 
Chairman of the Majlisi 
Namoyandagon Majlisi Oli 
(Parliament) of the Republic of 
Tajikistan 

Hon. Dilrabo Mansuri, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Tajikistan  

Hon. Nur Jazlan Mohamed, MP 
Malaysia, Deputy (Acting) President 
of Senate

Hon. Yespaeva Daniya Madievna, 
Deputy Chairman of Mazhilis of 
Parliament of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan

Hon. Inoyatov Ulug’bek, Deputy 
Speaker of the Legislative Chamber 
of the Oliy Majlis, Republic of 
Uzbekistan (TBC)

MP Kyrgyz Republic (TBC)

Hon. Edcel Lagman, MP Philippines, 
acting Chair of AFPPD (Video 
Message)

Hon. Aiki Toshihiro, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Japan to the Republic of 
Tajikistan

GROUP PHOTO & COFFEE BREAK

Time: 10:15-11:00

SESSION I: REGIONAL 
PERSPECTIVES ON ICPD30 AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

Time: 11:00 – 12:30

Chair: Hon. Rustam Latifzoda, 
MP Tajikistan, Chairperson of 
the Committee of the Majlisi 
Namoyandagon of the Majlisi Oli 
of the Republic of Tajikistan on 
Agrarian Issues, Water and Land 
Resources

Discussant: Marta Diavolova, 
Regional Adviser, Strategic 
Partnerships, UNFPA 

Keynote speaker: Angela Baschieri, 
PhD, Climate Change Technical 
Lead, UNFPA 

SPEAKERS

Hon. Malahat Ibrahimgizi, MP 
Azerbaijan, Deputy Chairperson 
of Labour and Social Policy 
Committee, (towards COP29) 

Hon. Islahuddin Abas, MP Malaysia

Ms. Guncha Annageldiyeva - 
Y-PEER International Coordinator, 
Turkmenistan

Mr. Kamolzoda Jamshed- Head, 
Main Department for Protection 
of Population and Territory, 
Committee on Emergency Situation 
and Civil Defense, Tajikistan

Q&A DISCUSSION

TRANSITION BREAK

Time: 12:30 - 12:40

SESSION 2: HARNESSING THE 
POWER OF YOUTH: ADDRESSING 
MEGATRENDS AND SHAPING 
DEMOGRAPHIC RESILIENCE IN THE 
REGION

Time: 12:40 –14-:00

Chair: Hon. Sibghatullah 
Sahibzada, MP Pakistan 

Discussant: Ms. Teodora Panuș, 
Chairperson, National Youth 
Council, Moldova

Presentation setting the scene: 
Mr. Andrey Poshtaruk, Regional 
Adviser, Youth and HIV, UNFPA 
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SPEAKERS

Hon. Odiljon Iminov, MP 
Uzbekistan, Chairperson, 
Committee on Science, Education 
and Health, Senate of the Oliy 
Majlis;

Hon. Nasiba Sodiqi Nurullozoda, 
Chairperson of the Committee 
of the Majlisi Namoyandagon of 
the Majlisi Oli of the Republic of 
Tajikistan on Science, Education, 
Culture and Youth Policy

Hon. Givi Mikanadze, MP Georgia, 
Chairperson, Committee Education, 
Science and Youth Affairs;

Hon. Lana Prlić, MP Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Vice President of the 
Social Democratic Party; 

Hon. Shukrona Khizirova, Volunteer 
of the Committee on Youth Affairs 
and Sports under the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan

Q&A DISCUSSION

LUNCH 

Time: 14:00 - 15:00

SESSION 3: EMPOWERING 
WOMEN FOR RESILIENT SOCIETIES: 
BRIDGING GAPS, BREAKING 
NORMS

Time: 15:00-16:30

Chair: Hon. Shekhar Kumar Singh, 
MP Nepal, National Assembly 
Discussant: Gabriela Alvarez Minte, 
PhD, Regional Gender Adviser, 
UNFPA 

Presentation setting the scene: 
Nilufar Bahromzoda, Programme 
Analyst on Gender Equality, UNFPA 
Tajikistan     

SPEAKERS

MP Turkmenistan (ТВС) 

Hon. Sumangul Taghoyzoda 
Said, MP Tajikistan, Chairperson, 
Committee on Social Issues, Family 
and Health Protection, Majlisi 
Namoyandagon Majlisi Oli 

Hon. Jelena Pekić, MP Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Ms. Sara Milenkovska, NGO “Stella 
Network”, North Macedonia 

Q&A DISCUSSION

COFFEE BREAK

Time: 16:30-17:00

SESSION 4: 
THE PARLIAMENTARIANS’ ROLE 
IN ADVANCING THE ICPD 
AND 2030 AGENDAS 

Time: 16:30-17:00

Chair: Hon. Liliana Grosu, MP 
Moldova, Deputy Chairperson, 
Standing Committee on Social 
Protection, Health and Family.

Discussant: Farrukh Usmonov, PhD, 
interim Executive Director of AFPPD

SPEAKERS

Hon. Dustmurodzoda Suraiyo, MP 
Tajikistan, Chairperson, Committee 
on Economy and Finance, Majlisi 
Namoyandagon Majlisi Oli

Hon. Hakob Aslanyan, MP Armenia, 
member of Standing Committee 
on Science, Education, Culture, 
Diaspora, Youth and Sport, National 
Assembly

Hon. Iryna Kostevich, MP Belarus, 
Chairperson of the Standing 
Commission on Labour and Social 
Affairs, House of Representatives of 
the National Assembly

Sen. Florian Bodog, MP Romania, 
Chairman of the Romania All-Party 
Parliamentary Group

Q&A DISCUSSION

TRANSITION BREAK

Time: 17:45-18:00

SESSION 5: ADOPTION 
OF PARLIAMENTARIANS’ 
DECLARATION

Time: 18:00 -18:10

Chair: Hon. Mavsuma Muini, 
Deputy Speaker, Majlisi 
Namoyandagon Majlisi Oli, Republic 
of Tajikistan, Co-Chair of AFPPD 
Standing Committee on Investing in 
Youth; 

Farrukh Usmonov, PhD, interim 
Executive Director of AFPPD

CLOSING SESSION

Time: 18:10-18:40

MC: Ms. Shahnoza Almatova, 
Youth group chair, Tajik Family 
Planning Association 

Florence Bauer, UNFPA EECA 
Regional Director 

Hon. Mavsuma Muini, Deputy 
Speaker, Majlisi Namoyandagon 
Majlisi Oli, Republic of Tajikistan, 
Co-Chair of AFPPD Standing 
Committee on Investing in Youth
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CONFERENCE FORUM: AFRICAN WATER FORUM “REVIEWING PROGRESS 
AND FRAMING THE AGENDA FOR POST-2025 AFRICA WATER VISION”

Time: 	      10/06/2024 – 14:00–17:00

Venue:      National Library

ORGANIZERS

African Union Commission (AUC), African Ministers 
Council on Water (AMCOW), The Arab Republic of 
Egypt and the Republic of Senegal

WELCOME/OPENING STATEMENTS
-	 Arab Republic of Egypt
-	 The Republic of Senegal 
-	 African Union Commission
-	 African Development Bank
-	 UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)
-	 African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW)

FRAMING PRESENTATION ON INTERNATIONAL 
WATER DECADE AND RELATED GLOBAL AND 
CONTINENTAL COMMITMENTS INCLUDING:

-	 Water Action Agenda
-	 Africa’s common position at the UN 2023 Water 

Conference
-	 Dakar Declaration: a Blue Deal for Water 

Security and Sanitation for Peace and 
Development, outcomes of the 10 World Water 
Forum

-	 CoP 27 Sharm El Sheikh decisions
-	 Africa’s Common Position for the 10th World 

Water Forum
-	 Africa Union Water and Sanitation-related 

decision

WATER SECTOR AND SANITATION MONITORING 
AND REPORTING SYSTEM (WASSMO). PROGRESS, 
OPPORTUNITIES, AND CHALLENGES TO ACHIEVING 
INTERNATION WATER DECADE AND RELATED 
COMMITMENTS

PANEL DISCUSSION ON:
-	 Progress on the implementation of Presidential 

Compact with the Republics of Ghana, Ethiopia, 
Zimbabwe, Liberia and Uganda. 

-	 Knowledge sharing on SDG6 acceleration 
framework:

-	 Innovation – Senegal 
-	 Finance – Egypt
-	 Data and Information - Nigeria
-	 Capacity development - Kenya
-	 Governance – South Africa 
-	 Role of youth in promoting the implementation 

of the Water Action Agenda and related SDG6 
targets

AGENDA SETTING FOR AFRICA’S PRIORITY FOR 
ACTION TOWARDS:

-	 The implementation of the goals and targets of 
the Water Action Decade,

-	 Build consensus on the post 2025 Africa Water 
Vision and by extension the action plan for 
implementing the Water Action Agenda

-	 strengthening partnerships among stakeholders 
to promote the role of water in sustainable 
development during the 9th Africa Water Week 
and the third Pan-African Water Partnership and 
Implementation Conference (PANAFCON-3) 

NEXT STEPS

CLOSING
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OPENING CEREMONY
Time: 	 11/06/2024 – 09:00-10:30

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary Hall

MODERATOR

H.E. Mr. Sirodjiddin Muhriddin,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan

OPENING STATEMENTS

H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmon, The Founder of Peace and National Unity – Leader of the 
Nation, President of the Republic of Tajikistan

H.E. Ms. Zeljka Cvijanovic, Member of the Presidency of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

H.E. Mr. Dennis Francis, President of the United Nations General Assembly

H.E. Mr. Raymond Sima, Prime Minister of the Gabonese Republic

H.E. Mr. Constantino Chiwenga, Vice-President of the Republic of Zimbabwe

H.E. Ms. Esperanca da Costa, Vice President of the Republic of Angola 

H.E. Ms. Mutale Nalumango, Vice-President of the Republic of Zambia

H.E. Ms. Paula Narváez, President of the United Nations Economic and Social Council

H.E. Ms. Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of the UNESCO

H.E. Dr. Muhammad Al Jasser, President of the Islamic Development Bank

H.E. Mr. Li Junhua, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs

H.E. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican Secretary of State 
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PLENARY SESSION
Time: 	 11/06/2024 – 11:00-13:00, 17:00-18:30, 12/06/2024 – 09:00-10:00

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary Hall

CO-CHAIRS

H.E. Mr. Qohir Rasulzoda,
Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan and Chairman of the National Organizing Committee

H.E. Mr. Li Junhua,
United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs

STATEMENTS OF HEADS OF DELEGATION

The list of speakers will be distributed by the beginning of the session.

Time limit for statements: 3 minutes
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INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 1: 
WATER FOR HEALTH: ACCESS TO WASH, INCLUDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
TO SAFE DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION

Time: 	 11/06/2024 – 14:30-16:30

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Amphitheater Hall, 1st Floor

CO-ORGANIZERS

Mr. Octavian Bivol, 
Deputy Regional Director, UNICEF Europe and 
Central Asia 

Mr. Oliver Schmoll, 
Programme Manager (Water and Climate), 
WHO Regional Office for Europe  

UN Water Vice Chair, Mr. Bruce Gordon, 
Unit Head, Water, Sanitation, Hygiene and Health, 
WHO Geneva

CO-CHAIRS

H.E. Ambassador Jose Blanco, 
Permanent Representative of the Dominican 
Republic to the United Nations 

H.E. Ambassador Tim Jones, 
British Embassy, Dushanbe 

MODERATORS

Ms. Lucinda O’Hanlon,
Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) Senior Policy 
Adviser, Geneva 

Mr. Muminakhon Abdulvohidzoda, 
UNV Water Officer, United Nations

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

H.E. Mr. Jamoliddin Abdullozoda, 
Minister of Health, Government of Tajikistan 

PANELISTS

Mr. Saroj Jha, 
Water Global Director, World Bank 

Mr. Mark Muller, 
Development Manager, Europe, Aqualia 

Dr. Gulchehra Boboeva, 
CEO Equidev 

Ms. Nancy Eslick, 
Senior Deputy Administrator and USAID Global 
Water Coordinator

Mr. Apoorva Oza, 
Global Program Lead Agriculture and Food Security 
and Climate Resilience, Aga Khan Foundation. 

RAPPORTEUR

Mr. Neil Dhot, 
Executive Director, Aquafed 

CONTACT PERSON

Dominican Republic: 
Ms. Celine Rubio, Permanent Mission of 
Dominican Republic to the UN 
celinarubiosilfa@gmail.com

United Kingdom: 
Mr. Paul Deverill, Senior Infrastructure Adviser, 
Human Development Dept, 
paul.deverill@fcdo.gov.uk
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INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 2:
WATER FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: VALUING WATER, WATER-ENERGY-FOOD 
NEXUS, AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Time: 	 11/06/2024 – 14:30-16:30

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary Hall, 4th Floor

CO-ORGANIZERS

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION (FAO)
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
(UNDP)

CO-CHAIRS

China: Commissioner Zu Leiming, 
Yellow River Conservancy Commission, 
Ministry of Water Resources, China
European Union (EU): Ambassador Terhi Hakala, 
EU Special Representative for Central Asia, 
European Union 

MODERATOR

Dr. Mary Matthews,
Senior Technical Adviser Water a.i., UNDP

PANELISTS

H.E. Mr. Daler Jum’a,
Minister of Energy and Water Resources of the 
Republic of Tajikistan (TBC)
Mr. Lifeng Li,
FAO Director Land & Water Division
Ms. Niloofar Sadeghi, 
Asian Development Bank Water Resources 
Specialist
Dr. Alice Bouman-Dentener, 
DiploriA Private Sector Representative
Mr. Esteban Boj Garcia, 
GIZ
Mr. Abou Amani, 
UNESCO  
Mr. Mohamad Diatta, 
Republic of Senegal, Senior Advisor on Water
Dr. Ogata Ryuji, 
JICA Senior Advisor for WASH

Mr. Riad Axundzade,  
Azerbaijan State Water Resources Agency (TBC)
Ms. Barbara Pompili, 
Republic of France, Special Envoy One Water 
Summit (TBC)
Ms. Meike van Ginneken,  
Kingdom of the Netherlands, Water Envoy
Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Ministry of Environment, Water and Agriculture
Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan or 
Brazil
Ms. Carolina Tornesi MacKinnon, 
Youth Parliament for Water (TBC)
Mr. Moshin Hafeez, 
Strategic Program Director from Water, Food and 
Ecosystems, International Water Management 
Institute
Mr. Xavier Le Flaive, 
Representative of OECD
Ms. Nchedi Maphokga-Moripe, 
Representative of the Republic of South Africa
Mr. Federico Properzi, 
UN-Water Chief Technical Advisor
Ms. Diana Iskreva, 
President Women for Water Partnership
Ms. Shahbano Tirmizi (TBC) – Representative of 
United Arab Emirates

RAPPORTEUR

Ms. Virginie Gillet,
Land&Water Officer, FAO

CONTACT PEOPLE

Ms. Virginie Gillet,
Land&Water Officer, FAO
Ms. Catherine Nicol,
UNDP, catherine.nicol@undp.org



PROGRAM

Third High-Level International Conference on International Decade fOr Action 
«Water for Sustainable Development», 2018-2028

46

INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 3:
WATER FOR CLIMATE, RESILIENCE, AND ENVIRONMENT: SOURCE TO SEA, 
BIODIVERSITY, CLIMATE, RESILIENCE, AND DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (DRR)

Time: 	 12/06/2024 – 10:30-12:30

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary Hall, 4th Floor

CO-CONVENERS

EGYPT AND JAPAN

CO-CHAIRS

H.E. Mr. Hani Sewilam,
Minister for Water Resources and Irrigation            
of Egypt

Mr. Joji Nakano,
Assistant Vice-Minister, Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), Japan

MODERATOR

Mr. Abou Amani,
Director of Water Sciences Division, UNESCO

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

H.E. Mr. Hani Sewilam,
Minister for Water Resources and Irrigation, Egypt 

H.E. Ms. Yoko Kamikawa, 
Foreign Minister of Japan (video) 

H.E. Ms. Lidia Brito,
Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences, 
UNESCO

H.E. Ms. Meike van Ginneken,
Water Envoy for the Kingdom of The Netherlands

H.E. Ms. Zulfiya Suleimenova,
Special Representative of the President on 
International Environmental Cooperation of 
Kazakhstan (video)

PANELISTS

H.E. Mr. Hani Sewilam, 
Minister for Water Resources and Irrigation of Egypt 

Mr. Joji NAKANO, 
Assistant Vice-Minister, Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), Japan

Mr. Riad Akhundzade, 
Head of the Department of Strategy, International 
Cooperation and Science of the Azerbaijan State 
Water Resources Agency

Ms. Diana Iskreva, 
President, Women for Water Partnership 

Dr. Sulagna Mishra, 
Science Officer, World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) 

Ms. Natahalia Cano, 
Director for Europe and Central Asia, United Nations 
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR)

Ms. Zainab Zahid, 
YOUNGO, UNFCCC

RAPPORTEUR

Ms. Ruth Nguma, 
Division of Water Sciences, UNESCO

CONTACT PEOPLE

Mrs. Tahani Moustafa Sileet (PhD), 
Minister Assistant for International Cooperation
Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation, 
Arab Republic of Egypt 
tsileet@yahoo.com

Mr Takahiro Konami, 
MLIT, Japan 
konami-t2fx@mlit.go.jp

Mr Kazuki Maruyama, 
MLIT, Japan 
maruyama-k2qc@mlit.go.jp
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INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 4: WATER FOR COOPERATION: TRANSBOUNDARY 
AND INTERNATIONAL WATER COOPERATION, CROSS SECTORAL COOPERATION, 
INCLUDING SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION, AND WATER ACROSS THE 2030 AGENDA

Time: 	 12/06/2024 – 10:30-12:30

Hall:   Kokhi Somon, Amphitheater 	
            Hall, 1st Floor

CO-CHAIRS

H.E. Dr Cheikh Tidiane Dieye, 
Minister of Water and 
Sanitation, Republic of Senegal

Mr. Simon Zbinden, 
Head of Section Water, Swiss 
Agency for Development 
Cooperation (SDC), Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
(FDFA) of the Swiss Cooperation 

MODERATOR

Ms. Sonja Koeppel, 
Secretary, Convention on 
the Protection and Use of 
Transboundary Watercourses 
and International Lakes (Water 
Convention), United Nations 
Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE) 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Mr. Dmitry Mariyasin,
Deputy Executive Secretary, 
United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE)

Mr. Éric Tardieu,
Secretary General, International 
Network of Basin Organizations 
(INBO) 

Ms. Dinara Ziganshina, 
Director, Scientific Information 
Center of Interstate Commission 
for Water Coordination in 
Central Asia (SIC ICWC)

PANELISTS

H.E. Prof. Dr Hani Sewilam, 
Minister of Water Resources and 
Irrigation, President of African 
Ministers’ Council on Water 
(AMCOW), Egypt 

H.E. Mr Daler Jum’a, 
Minister of Energy and Water 
Resources, Republic of Tajikistan 

Ms. Zulfiya Suleimenova, 
Advisor to the President 
of Kazakhstan, Special 
Representative of the President 
on International Environmental 
Cooperation (TBC)

Mr. Askhat Orazbay, 
Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the International 
Fund for saving the Aral Sea 
(EC-IFAS) 

Ms. Taïs Reznikova, 
Programme Manager and 
Network Coordinator, Regional 
Environ- mental Centre for 
Central Asia (CAREC) 

Prof. Dr Eddy J. Moors, 
Rector of IHE Delft Institute 
for Water Education, Professor 
for Water and Climate at VU 
University, Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands 

Mr. Mohamed Abdel Vettah, 
High Commissioner, 
Organisation pour la Mise en 
Valeur du fleuve Sénégal (OMVS)

ALTERNATES 

Ms. Nchedi Sophia        
Maphokga-Moripe, 
Chief Director for Global 
Cooperation and Strategic 
Partnerships, Department of 
Water and Sanitation of South 
Africa (IAC Member)

Ms. Musonda Mumba, 
Secretary-General of the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands
 

RAPPORTEUR

Mr. Abou Amani, 
Director of Water Sciences 
Division and Secretary of IHP-
UNESCO (IAC Member)

CONTACT PEOPLE

Mr. Simon Zbinden, Head of 
Section Water, Swiss Agency 
for Development Cooperation 
(SDC), Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs (FDFA) of the 
Swiss Confederation. simon.
zbinden@eda.admin.ch 

Dr. Mohamed C.B.C. Diatta, 
Coordonnateur de la Cellule de 
Suivi, de Promotion et de
Vulgarisation des 
Recommandations du 9ème 
Forum Mondial 
cbcdiatta@gmail.com
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INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE 5: WATER ACTION DECADE: ACCELERATING THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OBJECTIVES OF THE DECADE, INCLUDING THROUGH THE 
UN SECRETARY-GENERAL’S ACTION PLAN

Time: 	 12/06/2024 – 14:00-16:00

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Amphitheater Hall, 1st Floor

CO-CONVENERS

UN DESA, UN WATER 

CO-CHAIRS

Mr. Chua, 
Deputy Chief Executive, National Water Agency 
(PUB), Singapore

United States (TBC)

MODERATOR

Mr. Julien Katchinoff, 
Water Team Lead, U.S. Department of State

Mr. Henk Ovink, 
Executive Director, Global Commission on the 
Economics of Water

OPENING STATEMENTS

Mr. Li Junhua, 
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social 
Affairs, UN DESA

Mr. Alvaro Lario, 
Chair of UN-Water and President of International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 

H.E. Mr. Sirojiddin Muhriddin, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Tajikistan

PRESENTERS 

Mr. Bruce Gordon, 
UN-Water Vice-Chair

PANELISTS

Ms. Josefina Maestu, 
Former Water Advisor to the Secretary of State for 
the Environment-Government of Spain

H.E. Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda, 
Chairman of the State Investments and State 
Property Management Committee, Republic of 
Tajikistan

United Arab Emirates and/or Senegal (TBC)

Mr. Ismail Muzaffarzada, 
Head of the International Cooperation Sector of 
the Azerbaijan State Water Resources Agency, 
Azerbaijan

Youth Representative 

RAPPORTEUR

Mr. Julien Katchinoff, 
Water Team Lead, U.S. Department of State

CONTACT PEOPLE

Olivia Urbanski, United States 
UrbanskiOM@state.gov

Marion Kua, Singapore
marion_kua@mse.gov.sg
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CLOSING SESSION
Time: 	 12/06/2024 – 16:30-17:30

Hall: 	 Kokhi Somon, Large Plenary hall

CO-CHAIRS

H.E. Mr. Qohir Rasulzoda,
Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan and 
Chairman of the National Organizing Committee 

H.E. Mr. Li Junhua,
United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Economic and Social Affairs

SPEECH 

H.E. Mr. Alvaro Lario,
President of the International Fund of Agricultural 
Development

REPORTS FROM THE INTERACTIVE DIALOGUES 

Report on Water for Health: Access to WASH, 
including the Human Rights to Safe Drinking 
Water and Sanitation delivered by Mr. Neil Dhot, 
Executive Director, Aquafed 

Report on Water for Sustainable Development: 
Valuing Water, Water-Energy-Food Nexus, and 
Sustainable Economic and Urban Development 
delivered by Ms. Virginie Gillet, Land&Water 
Officer, FAO

Report on Water for Climate, Resilience, and 
Environment: Source to Sea, Biodiversity, Climate, 
Resilience, and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) 
delivered by Ms. Ruth Nguma, Division of Water 
Sciences, UNESCO

Report on Water for Cooperation: Transboundary 
and International Water Cooperation, Cross 
Sectoral Cooperation, including Scientific 
Cooperation, and Water delivered by Mr. Abou 
Amani, Director of Water Sciences Division and 
Secretary of IHP-UNESCO (IAC

PRESENTATION OF THE OUTCOME DOCUMENTS 

Closing remarks by H.E. Mr. Qohir Rasulzoda
Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan and 
Chairman of the National Organizing Committee 

Report on Water Action Decade: Accelerating the 
Implementation of the Objectives of the Decade, 
including through the UN Secretary-General’s 
Action Plan delivered by Mr. Julien Katchinoff, 
Water Team Lead, U.S. Department of State

REPORTS FROM THE CONFERENCE FORUMS 

Report of the Central Asia Forum on Water and 
Climate Change 

Report of the African Water Forum “Reviewing 
Progress and Framing the Agenda for Post-2025 
Africa Water Vision” 

Report of the 3rd Regional Forum of Basin 
Organizations 

Report of the International Glacier Forum 
dedicated to the International Year of Glacier 
Preservation 2025 

Report of the Youth and Children’s Water and 
Climate Forum 

Report of the Women and Water Forum 

Report of the Forum on Science and Technology 

Report of the Private Sector Forum 

Report of the Parliamentarians Forum on ICPD30: 
“Water resources and demographic sustainability 
in the interests of youth”
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SIDE EVENT 1. BUILDING MOMENTUM – FROM COP 28 TO COP 29: 
ADVANCING WATER OUTCOMES FOR CLIMATE ACTION

SIDE EVENT 2: HUMAN MOBILITY IN THE CONTEXT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
IN MOUNTAIN AREAS – EVIDENCE, GAPS, AND PRIORITIES

Organization(s): Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of 
Azerbaijan, the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands), SIWI
Language: English with simultaneous translation into 
Russian
Date: June 11, 17:00 – 18:30
Venue: Kohi Somon, Press-conference room, 2nd floor

Contact person: Boyzoda Sanoi, 
Tel: 919135486 E-mail: sanoi.boev@gmail.com

Organization(s): Committee for Environmental 
Protection under the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan and International Organization for Migration
Language: English with Tajik and Russian 
interpretation
Date: June 11 from 17:00 to 18:30
Venue: Kokhi Somon, “White Hall”

Contact person: 
1) Mr. Sattor SAIDOV- Head, Center for the Study 
of Climate Change, Agency of Hydrometereology of 
Committee for Environmental Protection under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
Phone: +992 918502648
2) Ms. Mohira FAYZULLOEVA – Senior Programme 
Assistant, IOM Tajikistan, Phone: +992 939088817, 
E-mail: mfayzulloeva@iom.int

The purpose of this side event is to build on the 
momentum gained at COP 28 and contribute to 
multiplying these positive outcomes at COP 29. This 
will be achieved by:- Strengthening and developing 
cooperation and partnerships at all levels, – Discussing 
solutions and building partnerships to close the gap 
in water financing and climate adaptation – Analyzing 
existing measures and campaigns, including those 
developed at the UN2023 Water Conference – e.g. 
the Water Action Agenda – and COP 28.- Presenting 
new ideas and and- Developing recommendations to 
further advance water sustainability and climate action. 
– Facilitating an exchange of views with the incoming 
COP29 Presidency of Azerbaijan and more.

The side event aims to amplify the voices of 
stakeholders from mountainous regions, advocating 
for collective action to address human mobility-related 
challenges and opportunities within the context of 
climate change. By bridging evidence gaps, fostering 
collaboration, and building capacities, this event seeks 
to galvanize support ahead of key milestones such as 
the International Year of Glacier Preservation, the 
Five Years of Action for the Development of Mountain 
Regions, and the 29th Conference of Parties of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change.

Also, the Side-event serves as a platform to showcase 
Tajikistan’s National Strategy for Adaptation to Climate 
Change, highlight the unique challenges faced by 
mountainous regions, and mobilize collective action 
towards sustainable adaptation and resilience-building 
efforts.
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SIDE EVENT 3: COOPERATIVE STRATEGIES FOR CENTRAL ASIAN TRANSBOUNDARY 
WATER MANAGEMENT

SIDE EVENT 4: INTERGENERATIONAL LEADERSHIP FOR A WATER-SECURE 
FUTUREMISSION 

Organization(s): International Water Management 
Institute, / Tajik Agrarian University ‘S. Shotemur’ 
(TAU)
Language: Russian with simultaneous translation into 
English and Tajik
Date: June 11, 17:00 – 18:30
Venue: Corpus B, “Firepace”

Contact person:
•	 Zafar Gafurov – Researcher IWMI-CA, Acting 

Country Manager, Phone: +998 71-237-0445, 
E-mail: z.gafurov@cgiar.org

•	 Shahriyor Sattorov-Dean, E-mail: sh83@gmail.com

Organization(s): Dholakia Foundation
Language: English, Hindi
Date: June 11, 17:00 – 18:00
Venue: Kokhi Somon, Room #3 “Zarandud Hall”

Contact person: 
Keziah Gerosano – CEO, Phone: +15713209146,
E-mail: keziah@dholakia.foundation

Central Asia relies heavily on shared water resources 
for its socio-economic development, making effective 
management critical for the region’s sustainable 
future. However, managing these transboundary 
rivers presents a myriad of challenges, including 
increasing demand by sectors, limited institutional 
capacity, and joint management at the hydrographic 
boundary. Effective transboundary water cooperation 
is essential for ensuring equitable access to water 
resources, reducing the risk of disputes and conflicts 
among riparian states, and promoting sustainable 
development. By working together to manage shared 
water resources, Central Asian countries can optimize 
the use of water for agriculture, energy production, and 
other sectors, while also protecting the environment 
and ecosystem health.

The side event entitled Intergenerational Leadership for 
a Water-Secure Future aims to gather philanthropists, 
business executives, youth leaders, government 
officials, and youth leaders to talk about the 
importance of restoring and reviving rivers especially 
in the Global South. The session also aims to catalyse 
partnerships and collaboration by establishing a 
network of individuals, organizations, and businesses 
who are willing to make bold commitments towards 
river restoration.
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SIDE EVENT 5: WATER FOR CLIMATE, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE ENVIRONMENT: WATER-FOOD NEXUS, CLIMATE AND GLACIERS, 
DETERMINING THE VALUE OF GROUNDWATER RESOURCES”

Organization(s): Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment of the Russian Federation
Language: Russian, English
Date: June 11, 2024; 17:00-18:30
Venue: Corpus B, “Oval Hall”

Contact person: 
Ms. Ekaterina Veselova - Deputy Head of Unit, 
Department of International Cooperation and Climate 
Change of the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment, Phone: (+7) 9096620779, E-mail: 
Kveselova@yandex.ru

The main purpose of the Side event is to discuss the 
issues of enhancing the efforts of states and other 
stakeholders on water use issues for the mid-term 
comprehensive review of progress in achieving the 
goals of the International Decade for Action “Water for 
Sustainable Development” 2018-2028.

The issues of water-food nexus, climate and glaciers, 
determining the value of groundwater resources are 
proposed for discussion” in order to demonstrate 
Russian approaches to water problems in a favorable 
light and to intensify cooperation with Central Asian 
countries.

SIDE EVENT 6: “TOWARDS THE ONE WATER SUMMIT”

Organization(s): Kazakhstan and France
Language: English
Date: June 11, 2024; 17:00-18:30
Venue: Corpus 8, “Press Conference Hall”

Contact person: 
Antoine Sigalas- Sustainable Finance Advisor,           
One Planet Summit Secretariat General, 
Phone: +33(0)650865271 / +33(0)143176704, 
E-mail: Antoine.sigalas@diplomatie.gouv.fr

This event will present the organizational progress of 
the summit, as well as the deliverables that will be 
presented at the One Water Summit. In this way, the 
3rd High-Level International 

Conference on the International Decade for Action 
“Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-
2028, appears to be an essential milestone on the 
international water agenda in which the One Water 
Summit wishes to participate to fully contribute to the 
ongoing United Nations discussions.
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SIDE EVENT 8: SDG6 POLICY SUPPORT SYSTEM (SDG-PSS) ASIA PACIFIC 
REGIONAL WORKSHOP

SIDE EVENT 7: FINANCE AND INVESTMENT FOR WATER, ENERGY AND LAND-USE 
NEXUS IN CENTRAL ASIA

Organization(s): UNOSD / UN DESA
Language: English
Date: 11th June: 9:00-17:00
12th June: 9:00-16:00
Venue: Corpus 1, “Conference Hall”

Contact person: 
Mr. Simon Gilby- Sustainable Development Officer, 
Phone: +82 10 6699 5579 E-mail: simon.gilby@un.org 
with copy to kim23@un.org

Organization(s): The Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD), 
The Scientific-Information Center of Interstate 
Commission for Water Coordination of Central Asia 
(SIC ICWC), The United Nations Economic Commission 
for Europe (UNECE)
Language: English and Russian (or national language) 
as requested by speakers.
Date: June 11, 17:00-18:30
Venue: Kokhi Somon, Room #5 “New Hall”

Contact person: 
Takayoshi Kato – Project Lead, Phone:+33 145 24 74 88, 
E-mail:Takayoshi.Kato@oecd.org

Asia Pacific Regional Workshop will incorporate both 
the Asia region workshop of the fourth phase and an 
open panel discussion. The workshop will contribute 
to extending the use of the SDG-PSS while addressing 
challenges in accelerating the achievement of SDG 6. In 
addition, the outcome of the regional workshop will be 
showcased, through an open panel discussion on 12th 
June afternoon.

This side event will discuss the economics and financial 
aspects of cross-sectoral and transboundary co-
operation on water, energy, and land use management 
in Central Asia. Aligned with the Conference’s 
objectives, the session will facilitate the exchange of 
good practices, such as the importance of securing a 
“whole of government” approach to the sustainable 
management of water and effective financial solutions 
in support of cross-sectoral cooperation across 
different sectors between the energy, water, and land-
use sectors. To do so, this session will collect views 
from the Central Asian countries on these issues and 
facilitate the alignment with other water-energy-food 
nexus related initiatives that exist in the region.
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SIDE EVENT 9: THE IMPACT OF THE RISK OF GLACIAL LAKE OUTBURST 
ON THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES

Organization(s): Committee for Environmental 
Protection under the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan
Partners: UNESCO Almaty Office – project Reducing 
the vulnerability of the population in the Central Asian 
region from outburst of glacial lakes in the context of 
climate change
Language: English with Tajik and Russian 
interpretation
Date: June 12 from 14:00 to 15:30
Venue: Kokhi Somon, “White Hall”

Contact person: 
Mr. Nazirzoda Kamoliddin-Deputy Head of the Center 
for Glaciology Agency for Hydrometeorology CEP PRT, 
Phone: +992 901055540 E-mail: knazirzoda96@list.ru

The side event will serve as a platform for the 
exchange of knowledge and experience between 
experts, representatives of government agencies, 
local communities and other stakeholders, which 
contributes to a better understanding of the problems 
associated with glacial lakes and effective planning to 
reduce the risks of socio–economic development of 
Central Asian countries.

In addition, the side event will provide opportunities 
to demonstrate the National experience of the 
countries of the region in monitoring and assessing 
the risk associated with the breakthrough of glacial 
lakes, highlighting the unique problems faced by 
vulnerable communities in mountainous areas. As 
well as strengthening adaptation to climate change by 
reducing the risk and vulnerability associated with the 
Glacial Lake outburst floods (GLOFs).

SIDE EVENT 10: STRENGTHENING BENEFIT SHARING IN CENTRAL ASIA: 
ROLE OF WATER-ENERGY-FOOD-ECOSYSTEM NEXUS APPROACH

Organization(s): International Water Management 
Institute, / Institute of Water Problems, Hydropower 
and Ecology of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Tajikistan,
Language: English with simultaneous translation into 
Russian and Tajik
Date: June 12, 14:00 – 16:00
Venue: Corpus B, “Firepace”

Contact person:
•	 Zafar Gafurov – Researcher IWMI-CA, Acting 

Country Manager, Phone: +998 71-237-0445, 
E-mail: z.gafurov@cgiar.org

•	 Yarash Pulatov – Head of Innovative Technology 
Division (IWPHE), Phone: +992 91-994-7556, 
E-mail: tj_water@mail.ru

This side event will bring together experts from 
development, research, and decision-making 
communities to showcase past and active WEFE nexus 
activities from the region and facilitate discussion on 
the role of the WEFE nexus approach in building climate 
resilience and strengthening regional cooperation.

The proposed side event is very relevant to the 
conference; it aligns well with the two key themes 
covered under interactive dialogues: water for 
sustainable development (2) and water for cooperation 
(4). Presentations and discussions in this session will 
cover important topics ranging from nexus planning, 
water storage and productivity, to transboundary 
cooperation.
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SIDE EVENT 11: FOSTERING COOPERATION IN EDUCATION AND SCIENCE TO PROMOTE 
IWRM: NOVEL APPROACHES TO CAPACITY BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT

Organization(s): The Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), / OSCE / Tajik 
Agrarian University ‘S. Shotemur’ (TAU)/ Kazakh-
German University (DKU) / International Water 
Management Institute (IWMI)
Language: Tajik, English and Russian
Date: June 12 from 14:00 – 16:00
Venue: Corpus 8, “Malachite Hall”

Contact person:
•	 Barbara Janusz-Pawletta-Vice-president for 

International and Sustainable Development,  
E-mail: int@dku.kz,

•	 Shahriyor Sattorov- Dean, E-mail: sh83@gmail.
com,

•	 Daler Abdurazoqzoda- Chief of Water and Energy 
Policy, E-mail: doro-1@mail.ru

The purpose of this side event is to showcase how 
scientific cooperation, applied research and capacity 
building are essential elements for the sustainable 
promotion and mainstreaming of Integrated Water 
Resources Management (IWRM) at national, regional 
and global levels to achieve the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. In the current discourse, we 
observe persistent challenges in global water resources 
management that the impacts of climate change have 
exacerbated. The side-event will focus on knowledge 
transfer and youth engagement.

SIDE EVENT 12: ROLE OF TAJIKISTAN’S WATER SECTOR REFORM IN ACHIEVING 
THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE INTERNATIONAL WATER DECADE “WATER 
FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT”, 2028-2028, AS WELL AS WATER-RELATED 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Organization(s): Ministry of Energy and Water 
Resources of the Republic of Tajikistan, UNDP, GIZ, EU
Language: English & Russian
Date: June 12, 14:00 – 16:00
Venue: Corpus 8, “White Hall”

Contact person: 
Rustam Abdullaev, Phone: +992934004472, 
E-mail: rustam.water@gmail.com

The purpose of this Side event is to demonstrate the 
best policy and practice of Tajikistan in the field of 
IWRM, ensuring the achievement of the goals and 
objectives of the International Water Decade, including 
SDG 6 at the national level. The session will also present 
the National Water Strategy of Tajikistan for the 
period up to 2040, which is the outcome of Tajikistan’s 
commitment at the UN 2023 Water Conference in New 
York. During the session it is also planned to adopt 
voluntary commitments of development partners in 
the implementation of the National Water Strategy of 
Tajikistan to ensure sustainable development of the 
water sector of Tajikistan.
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SIDE EVENT 13: MINISTERIAL ROUNDTABLE WITH THE WORLD BANK AND EC IFAS: 
ACHIEVING GREATER WATER USE EFFICIENCY IN CENTRAL ASIA REGION

Organization(s): World Bank and EC IFAS
Language: English-Russian
Date: June 12, 2024; 14:00-16:00
Venue: Kokhi Somon, Room #3 “Zarandud Hall”

Contact person: 
Farzona Mukhitdinova – Senior Water Resources 
Management Specialist, Phone: +992900727707, 
E-mail: fmukhitdinova@worldbank.org

The objective of the side event is to discuss with the 
Ministers potential areas of regional and national 
investments. The meeting is called as a follow up to 
the joint statement made by the CA countries at the 
UN 2023 Water Conference development of which 
was facilitated during the Central Asia Forum held in 
June 2022 as part of the 2nd High-Level Dushanbe 
Water Action Decade Conference. The invitation for 
the meeting is extended by the World Bank jointly 
with the EC IFAS to advocate for the importance of a 
systematic and cooperative approach to regional water 
management in Central Asia.

SIDE EVENT 14: OPTIMIZING THE USE OF WATER RESOURCES IS A COMMON PATH 
TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONS

Organization(s): Federal State Budgetary Scientific 
Institution “Federal Scientific Center for Hydraulic 
Engineering and Land Reclamation named after A.N. 
Kostyakov”
Language: English-Russian
Date: June 12, 2024; 14:00-16:00
Venue: Corpus B, “Oval Hall”

Contact person: 
Dedova Elvira-Deputy Director for Science, 
Phone:+79613976080, E-mail: dedova@vniigim.ru

The main goal of the Round Table is to conduct a broad 
discussion and exchange of scientific, methodological 
and industrial experience in the field of multi-purpose 
use of water resources in transboundary river basins of 
the arid zone under conditions of climate change and 
intense anthropogenic load.

This event will contribute to further development of 
international scientific cooperation, convergence of 
scientific and applied positions in the field of water 
resources protection and use, adaptation and mitigation 
of climate factor impact on water resources and water 
balance in the regions for sustainable development 
and provision of drinking water to the population.



PROGRAM

Third High-Level International Conference on International Decade fOr Action 
«Water for Sustainable Development», 2018-2028

57

SIDE EVENT 15: WATER FROM SOURCE TO PEOPLE: INVESTING IN FRESHWATER 
QUALITY MONITORING TO REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS

Organization(s): Committee for Environmental 
Protection under the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, Finnish Environment Institute (Syke), 
International Secretariat for Water
Language: English/ Tajik and Russian
Date: June 12, 2024; 14:00-16:00
Venue: Kokhi Somon, Room #5 “New Hall”

Contact person: 
Nazokat Isaeva- National Expert, 
Phone: (+992) 777090740, 935859386, 
E-mail: finwaterwei.tj@gmail.com 
m_rahimov_m@mail.ru

The proposed side event is aligned with the Interactive 
Dialogue 3 on Water for Climate, Resilience, and 
Environment: Source to Sea, Biodiversity, Climate, 
Resilience, and Disaster Risk Reduction. It will 
discuss the most pressing issues, such as surface and 
groundwater monitoring, actions and challenges faced 
to reach SDG Indicator 6.3.2 “Proportion of bodies of 
water with with good ambient quality.”
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EXCURSIONS

The central square of the city is decorated with the 
Memorial Complex dedicated to the 1100th anniversary 
of the Samanid State with the image of Ismoil Somoni, 
the founder of the first state of Tajiks in the IX-X 
centuries.

Tour duration: 8 hours. 
Meals: lunch
Clothing: casual 
Number of participants: from 10 people. 
Group gathering place: square near the Opera and 
Ballet Theater of Dushanbe until 09:15. 
Tour schedule: 
09:30-13:00 Start of the tour in Dushanbe city, with 
sightseeing: 

Dushanbe Main Square and Ismoil Somoni Monument. 
40-meter monument in honor of Ismail and Saman-
Khud, the founder of the Samanid dynasty; Flagpole, 
one of the highest in the world (165 meters), on 
which the flag of the country proudly flies; National 
Museum of Tajikistan, where numerous halls present 
collections of historical artifacts from ancient times, the 
Middle Ages to exhibits of modern history. Especially 
highlighted is the largest exhibit of world significance 
from the museum’s collection - the statue of Buddha 
in Nirvana;

13:00-14:00 - Lunch at Markazi Osh restaurant.
14:00-17:00 - visit «Kohi Navruz», Siyoma Soft Drinks 
Enterprise, Mehrgon Bazaar; Victory Park, which offers 
a panoramic view of the city, especially beautiful in the 
sunset hours. 
17:15 -Transfer to the hotel.

DUSHANBE: CITY SIGHTSEEING TOUR

Modern Dushanbe is a city with the breath of the 
fabulous East and the cultural, economic and political 
center of the country. Located in the center of the 
Hissar Valley at an altitude of over 930 meters above 
sea level, the city is surrounded by the foothills of the 
Hissar Range to the north and east and bordered by the 
Kafirnigan River to the south.

Dushanbe was named Stalinabad from 1929 to 1961. 
Its first mention dates back to the end of 1676. The city 
is located in the largest agricultural oasis of the republic 
and occupies the territory on both banks of the Varzob 
River (called Dushanbinka within the city), which is fed 
by the waters of snowfields and glaciers of the Hissar 
Range - part of the giant mountain system of Pamir-
Alai. In the upper part of the Varzob River there are up 
to 120 glaciers that create a favorable microclimate.

Thanks to this, citizens can enjoy a milder climate than 
in other regions, and the Varzob River provides drinking 
water and irrigates gardens and fields. Dushanbe, 
founded on the site of a village a hundred years 
ago, today fully meets the requirements of modern 
urbanized life.

Одной из главных артерий города является проспект 
имени Рудаки, названный в честь классика таджик-
ской литературы. Протянувшись с юга на север на 
12 километров, этот проспект позволяет жителям 
и гостям города познакомиться с множеством до-
стопримечательностей, архитектурных ансамблей, 
административных и культурных учреждений, учеб-
ных заведений, театров, гостиниц и ресторанов.

One of the main arteries of the city is Rudaki Avenue, 
named in honor of the classic of Tajik literature. 
From south to north reaching 12 kilometers, this 
avenue allows residents and guests of the city to get 
acquainted with many sights, architectural ensembles, 
administrative and cultural institutions, educational 
institutions, theaters, hotels and restaurants.
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Safed Dara is famous for its winter activities, offering 
guests a wide range of activities, from alpine skiing 
and snowboarding to ice-skating and snowmobiling. 
Additional activities such as zip lining, paintball and spa 
make the stay even more exciting. Regardless of the 
season, Safed Dara can offer an unforgettable vacation 
in an enchanting environment of nature and comfort.

Tour duration: 6-7 hours
Meals: Lunch
Clothing: Sturdy shoes with sturdy soles, sunscreen.
Number of participants: from 10 people. 
Group gathering place: at 9:00 at the square near the 
Opera and Ballet Theater in Dushanbe. 
Tour schedule: 
09:30 Departure from Dushanbe
11:00-11:30: Arrival in Safed Daru, tour of the complex 
and surroundings.
12:00-12:20: Climbing by cable car to the height of 
2590 meters, photo session. 
12:40 Climbing on the cable car “Safed-Dara 2” to the 
height of 3020 meters. 
13:30 Lunch, rest, socializing.
15:00 Departure from Safed-Dara
16:20 Arrival in Dushanbe 

SAFED-DARA SKI RESORT

Tour description: Safed-Dara, with its lofty mountain 
peaks and fresh air, is a true gem of Tajikistan. It is a 
place where pure snow and breathtaking scenery 
merge into one.

The Safed-Dara ski resort began its history in 1976 
providing sports, tourism and ski services. The resort 
is located 50 kilometers from Dushanbe. The name 
«Safed-Dara» translated from Tajik means «White 
Gorge», symbolizing its beauty and purity. 

The resort is located on a hilly plateau, rising at an 
altitude of 2200 meters above sea level. Thanks to 
clear sunny weather and fresh mountain breezes, this 
place is ideal for active holidays at any time of the year. 
The mesmerizing mountain scenery and deep blue sky 
leave a lasting impression on everyone who has ever 
visited Safed Dara.

Since 2016, the resort started its work in a new format, 
offering a variety of services on an area of 60 hectares, 
capable of accommodating up to 1000 visitors at a 
time. Here you will find everything you need for a 
comfortable vacation: a high-level hotel, elevators, ski 
and snowmobile tracks, cafes and much more. 
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At the end of the eighties of the XX century a unique 
historical and cultural reserve was created in Hissar, 
including Hissor fortress with an arch (2500 years old), 
Registan (square in front of the fortress), Old Madrasah 
(XVI century), New Madrasah, Caravanserai (hotel), 
Mosque «Chashmai Mohiyon» (VIII century), Mosque 
«Sangin», Mausoleum «Makhdumi A’zam» (XVI 
century), Historical Museum, located in the building 
of the Old Madrasah. Unique monuments and exhibits 
(more than 3200) found during excavations on the 
territory of Hissar city and beyond.

Tour duration: 6 hours. 
Meals: Lunch 
Clothes: casual 
Number of participants: from 10 people 
Group meeting place: square near the Opera and Ballet 
Theater in Dushanbe until 09:15. 
Tour schedule: 
Departure at 09.30: Dushanbe - sanatorium 
«Shambari» - Gissar fortress - 50 km, travel time one 
hour 10.00-11.20: Excursion around the territory of the 
sanatorium and familiarization with the infrastructure 
and main types of sanatorium treatment (mud 
therapy, various types of massage, physiotherapeutic 
procedures, physical therapy, inhalations, etc.). 
12.00-14.00: Lunch at the Sharshara restaurant 
14.15-16.15: Visit to the Hissor fortress, 
16:30-17.00: Return to Dushanbe 

HISSOR FORTRESS

Tour description: Hissor fortress is the summer 
residence of Bukhara emirs, erected in XVII and 
completed in XIX centuries. During the civil war of 1918- 
1933 the fortress was almost completely destroyed. It 
was partially rebuilt in 1982 and restored in 2002.

Hissar fortress has 3000 years of history and is included 
in the UNESCO World Heritage List. The fortress is 
located 20 kilometers from Dushanbe.

The fortress with walls 1 meter thick, with loopholes 
for rifles and cannons, stood on the slope of a high 
hill and was guarded by guards. Inside there was a 
swimming pool and a garden. Opposite the fortress 
was a bustling market square with a caravanserai and 
many shops. Large staircases and terraces covered 
with bricks led to the main entrance. Unfortunately, 
they have not survived to our days, as well as the 
whole building of the palace. The only thing left from 
the fortress is a monumental gate made of burnt brick 
with two cylindrical towers, between which there is a 
lancet arch, as most of the gates of Bukhara of XVIII-XIX 
centuries were built. Nevertheless, even this fragment 
today looks very majestic and impressive.
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Tour duration: 7-8 hours.
Meal: lunch
Clothing: Bring a light jacket or raincoat in case of 
sudden precipitation. Sturdy shoes, especially in the 
rain are necessary.
Number of participants: from 10 people.
Group gathering place: square near the Opera and 
Ballet Theater of Dushanbe until 09:15.
Tour schedule: 
Departure at 09.30: Dushanbe - Siyoma river gorge to 
the bridge - 54 km, travel time 1 hour 
10.30-12.00: Cross the bridge and hike 6 km one-way 
(The trail runs along the riverbed, but sometimes you 
have to climb the slope. It is quiet and well traveled) 
12.00-14.00: Lunch and rest in nature 
14.00-15.30: Hike back to the bridge 
15.30-16.30: Return to Dushanbe

HIKING ALONG THE GORGE OF THE SIYOMA RIVER, 
THE UPPER REACHES OF THE VARZOB GORGE

Siyoma Gorge, located in the picturesque Varzob Valley 
of the Fan Mountains of Tajikistan, is a real paradise 
for nature lovers. The Siyoma River, churning among 
rocky peaks, creates a stunning contrast with the lush 
meadows that line its banks.

Visitors can choose their route from a variety of trails 
that wind along the river or lead into the mountains. 
For those looking for adventure, multi-day hikes are 
available with overnight stays under the stars and 
breathtaking panoramic views.

Siyoma Gorge also attracts rock climbers, offering 
many routes of varying difficulty on granite rocks. The 
richness of the flora of the gorge is amazing: deciduous 
trees coexist with wildflowers that bloom in the warm 
season, and at altitude they are replaced by coniferous 
forests.

Siyoma Gorge is a real paradise for ornithologists: here 
you can meet eagles, falcons and other birds of prey. In 
the more remote corners of the gorge, wildlife lovers 
will find mountain goats, marmots, wolves, and, if 
you’re lucky, even the elusive snow leopard.

The Siyoma gorge is located 54 kilometers along the 
Varzob highway. The river begins at an altitude of 1782 
meters above sea level (from the confluence with the 
Varzob River) and rises to 3000 to 3200 meters in the 
upper reaches.

Local residents value Siyoma Gorge as a place to relax 
from the bustle of the city, where they can find peace 
in the embrace of nature.

Whether you prefer a short hike or a multi-day journey, 
a challenging climb or just a walk through the forest, the 
Siyoma Gorge will give you an unforgettable experience 
of the natural beauty of Tajikistan and allow you to 
immerse yourself in its fascinating world of wildlife.
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Rogun HPP is a hydropower plant (HPP) under 
construction on the Vakhsh River, which is part of the 
Vakhsh Cascade and is its upper stage. Upon completion 
of the project, the 335-meter-high dam of the Rogun 
HPP will be the highest in the world, and the plant will 
reach a capacity of 3,600 MW (compared to 2,700 MW 
at the Nurek HPP), becoming the largest hydroelectric 
power plant in Central Asia.

Tour duration: 8 hours
Meals: lunch
Clothing: casual 
Number of participants: from 10 people. 
Group gathering place: square near the Opera and 
Ballet Theater of Dushanbe until 09:15.
Tour schedule: 
09.30 - Departure from Dushanbe. Travel time to Rogun 
city is almost 2 hours.
11.30-13.30: Excursion to Rogun hydroelectric power 
station under construction. 
13.30-15.30: Lunch 
15:30-17:30: Return to Dushanbe

ROGUN

Tour Description: Rogun is a city located in the valley 
of the Vakhsh River. Its total area is 661 km², bordering 
Faizabad district, Vahdat city, Nurabad and Baljuvan 
districts. The distance from the city center to Dushanbe 
is 110 km. Rogun occupies 0.5per cent of the total 
territory of the republic and includes three jamoats: 
Obigarm settlement, Kadiob village and Sicharog 
village. The city has rich resources and developed 
infrastructure. Among the key objects of the tourist 
industry are the sanatorium «Obi Garm», the Central 
Museum of Rogun and the healing spring Mulloshaykh. 
Geographically, the city has 41 beautiful mountain 
peaks, 150 natural springs, 11 clean rivers and 4 
freshwater lakes. There are more than 30 attractive 
tourist sites on its territory, including the Rogun 
hydroelectric power station reservoir.
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Tour duration: 6-7 hours.
Meals: lunch
Clothes: casual
Number of participants: from 10 people.
Group meeting place: square near the Opera and Ballet 
Theater in Dushanbe
Tour schedule:
Departure at 09.30: Dushanbe - Ramit Gorge (Tourist 
complex « Arhu «) - 50 km, travel time 1 hour.
10.30 -11.00: Inspection of fish farms where trout and 
other varieties of fish are bred.
11.00-13.00: Hiking in the mountains, exploring local 
attractions and recreational opportunities
13.00-15.00: Lunch 
15:00-16.30: Return to Dushanbe 

RAMMIT GORGE

Tour description: Romit Gorge, which has numerous 
recreation areas, hot springs, protected forests and 
picturesque mountain rivers, starts 45 km northeast 
of Dushanbe. Traveling from Dushanbe to the gorge 
towards the Vahdat city and passing 37 km from the 
capital, we turn left at the fork and continue driving 
along the right bank of the Kafirnigan River, which is 387 
km long. Its left source, the Sorbo River, originates in 
the glaciers and snowfields of the Karategin Range, and 
its right source, the Sardai-Miyona River, comes from 
the Hissar Range. South of the village of Shaartuz, in 
Tajikistan, the Kafirnigan River flows into the Amudarya 
River.

Many plants and animals of the Romit Gorge depend 
on these waterways. At the confluence of the rivers 
Sardai-Miyona and Sorbo, at an altitude of 1200 meters 
above sea level, the Romit village is located, and 
opposite to it, on the other side of the river, begins the 
territory of the Romit Reserve, founded in 1959 on an 
area of more than 16 thousand hectares to protect the 
natural complexes of the middle and high mountains of 
the Gissar Range. The reserve is famous for its forests: 
mountain slopes are covered with birch, poplar, willow, 
maple, mulberry, as well as wild apple, pear, cherry, 
cherry, walnut, buckthorn, barberry, hawthorn, quince, 
pistachio, almond, rosehip, juniper and even some 
trees of eastern biota, such as thuja.

The rivers and numerous streams are home to the 
«king fish» - trout, as well as marinka and Turkestan 
catfish. The locals call trout «gulmokhi», which 
translates to «flower fish». Sometimes it is possible 
to observe how trout literally soar above the water 
surface, overcoming waterfalls, or, like snakes, jump on 
a rock, barely covered by a thin film of flowing water, 
and glide upwards. This spectacle leaves unforgettable 
impressions!
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Tour duration: 8 hours 
Meals: lunch
Clothing: casual
Number of participants: from 10 people 
Group gathering place: square near the Opera and 
Ballet Theater of Dushanbe until 09:15. 
Tour schedule: 
Departure at 09.30: Dushanbe - Nurek city - 71 km, 
travel time 1.5 hours 
11.00-12.30: Visit Nurek dam and observation deck 
13.00-15.00: Lunch 
15.00-16.30: Walk to the mountains, swimming on the 
closed territory of the campground 
16:30-18.00: Return to Dushanbe 

TRIP TO NUREK

Tour description: Nurek is a city located 70 km 
southeast of Dushanbe with a population of about 29 
thousand people. It was founded in 1960 on the site of 
Nurek village at the same time with the construction of 
the Nurek dam. 

Surrounded on all sides by mountains, this small town 
of power engineers strikes with its beauty, especially 
when in the evening numerous lights from the windows 
of houses in a flash illuminate the gorge between the 
mountains. The main attraction of Nurek is the Nurek 
Hydroelectric Power Plant, with the world’s highest 
dam and among the 30 most powerful hydroelectric 
power plants on the planet.

The reservoir formed by the dam is a delight for visitors. 
Boating on the Nurek reservoir, you will admire the 
indescribable beauty of the mountainous landscape, 
in the middle of which a magnificent miracle has been 
created - a giant reservoir with an area of 98 square 
kilometers and a length of more than 70 kilometers.

Nature and man create real masterpieces that one wants 
to return to again and again. The Nurek hydroelectric 
power station - the most powerful hydroelectric power 
station in Central Asia, whose record height rises 304 
meters above sea level, putting the dam in the Guinness 
Book of Records.

The lake formed behind the dam has become popular 
among the tourists due to the opportunity to take boat 
trips and enjoy beautiful views of the gorge surrounded 
by snow-capped peaks. Although there are no sandy 
beaches, floating cabins can be found along the shores 
of the reservoir, offering the convenience of swimming.
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EXHIBITION

In addition, the exhibition aims to further strengthen 
and develop cooperation between stakeholders, 
introduce innovative ways, methods, techniques and 
technologies for sustainable water management, as 
well as establish close business ties between various 
stakeholders.

The exhibition will focus on the following issues:
•	 Water cooperation at local, regional and 

international levels;
•	 Rational use of water resources;
•	 Prevention and management of water-related 

disasters;
•	 Impact of climate change on water resources;
•	 Hydropower development as an environmentally 

friendly and renewable source of energy.

The international exhibition “Rethinking the Value 
of Water” is held as part of the Third High-Level 
International Conference on the International Decade 
for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-
2028.

Dates: 11-12/06/2024

Venue: State Complex “Kokhi Somon”

Theme: “Rethinking the Value of Water”

OBJECTIVES

The purpose of the exhibition is to raise awareness 
of the measures taken and progress achieved in 
the implementation of the International Decade for 
Action “Water for Sustainable Development” and the 
outcomes of the UN 2023 Water Conference, including 
the Water Agenda for Action. To achieve this, the 
exhibition will showcase advanced knowledge, best 
practices and scientific achievements in the field of 
water resources.
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THE WATER AND GLACIER FESTIVAL

The festival also aims to showcase Tajikistan’s policy and 
practice as a leading country in promoting water issues 
on the global agenda, as well as to draw attention to 
the UNGA Resolution declaring 2025 the International 
Year of Glacier Preservation and March 21 as World 
Glacier Day. This declaration is crucial in addressing 
issues related to climate change, glacier preservation, 
and eliminating water scarcity on the planet, and it 
stands as one of the most important achievements of 
Tajikistan on the international stage.

The Water and Glacier Festival consists of several 
components. The festival program includes an 
exhibition of folk crafts and creativity, an exhibition 
of Tajik national cuisine, an exhibition of various types 
of drinking water, a concert program featuring the 
country’s leading masters of arts, a fashion show of 
Tajik national clothing, and other show programs.

The festival will run from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, providing 
guests and participants of the conference with a great 
opportunity to explore the rich history, culture, art, and 
traditions of the Tajik people while enjoying a pleasant 
and interesting evening in a friendly and festive 
atmosphere.

The Water and Glacier Festival is being held for the 
first time in Tajikistan on June 10, 2024, at the cultural 
and entertainment park ‘Javonon’. It will be a festival 
celebrating water and glaciers as the foundation of life, 
well-being, prosperity, and sustainable development.

The festival is being organized by the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan within the framework of 
the Third High-Level International Conference on the 
International Decade of Action ‘Water for Sustainable 
Development’, 2018-2028, to be held from June 10 to 
June 13, 2024, in Dushanbe.

The main objective of the Water and Glacier Festival 
is to raise public awareness of the value of water as a 
vital resource and glaciers as the main sources of clean 
drinking water, as well as the need to treat them with 
care and preserve them for future generations. Along 
with positive messages, the festival will highlight the 
existing problems and challenges in this area and the 
need to mobilize efforts to overcome them.
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LOCATION OF BUILDINGS IN THE STATE COMPLEX KOKHI SOMON
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FLOOR PLANS OF KOKHI SOMON

1st FLOOR

3RD FLOOR

2ND FLOOR

4TH FLOOR
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MAP WITH EVENT LOCATIONS
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ABOUT TAJIKISTAN

Tajikistan is a country in Central Asia which borders on 
the west and north with Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, 
on the south with Afghanistan, and on the east with 
China. Total area of the territory of the Republic is 
142,600 km².

Tajikistan is a typical mountainous country with 
absolute heights from 300 to 7,495 m. 93per cent of 
its territory is occupied by mountains. The majority of 
the population and economic activities of Tajikistan 
are concentrated on 7per cent of its territory, in the 
valleys.

By 1 January 2024, the population of Tajikistan 
estimated 10.3 million people, 26.4per cent of which 
live in cities and 73.6per cent in rural areas. The 
average annual population growth is about 2.5per cent 
per year. 

Tajikistan ranks the first in Central Asia in terms of 
water resources. More than 80per cent of the runoff of 
the Amu Darya and 1per cent of the Syr Darya River is 
formed in Tajikistan. In general, it provides 64 km³ per 
year or 55.4per cent of the water resources of the Aral 
Sea basin. The total volume of glaciers of the country 
is more than 845 km³, underground waters reach 18.7 
km³ per year, and lake waters reach 46.3 km³.

With very little oil and gas reserves, difficulties for 
industrial development of coal fields, Tajikistan 
possesses vast inexhaustible reserves of hydropower 
resources. By estimations of experts, these reserves 
are approximately 527 billion kWh of electricity per 
year. The potential exceeds three times the existing 
electricity consumption of the whole of Central Asia. 
With the efficient use of this potential, the region can 
be provided with cheap and environmentally clean 
electricity.
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ABOUT DUSHANBE

Dushanbe is the capital of Tajikistan, city of Republican 
significance, the largest scientific, cultural, political, 
economic, industrial and administrative center of the 
country.

In 2001, Dushanbe was proclaimed «City of Peace» and, 
in 2009, the capital of the Center of Islamic Culture by 
the United Nations.

As of 1st January 2024, the population of the city was 
of about 1.1 million people.

Dushanbe is a beautiful and very green city, located 
in a foothill zone. While you are stepping into the city, 
you will be immediately imbued with the atmosphere 
of warmth, hospitality, friendliness and truly oriental 
flavor.

Dushanbe is an ancient and young city. According to 
the archeologists, it has a millennial history. However, 
the first writings mention of the village of Dushanbe 
was founded in 1676. The village Dushanbe arose 
at a crossroads. On Mondays, a large Bazaar would 
be organized, which is where the village inherited its 
name «Dushanbe», meaning «Monday». On 14 July 
1922, the city was declared the capital of the Tajik 
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, which in 1929 
was transformed into the Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic.

In 1924-1929, the official name of the city was 
Dushanbe. In 1929, it was renamed Stalinabad in honor 
of Stalin. In 1961 the historical name of Dushanbe was 
returned.
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